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HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 


THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1954 


Unitep Srates SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a. m., in room 212, 
Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senators Saltonstall (chairman), Flanders, Hendrick- 
son, and Stennis. 

Also present: Senator Martin, of Pennsylvania; Representative 
Boykin, of Alabama; and Edward J. Higgins, administrative assist- 
ant to Senator Green. 

Verne D. Mudge, of the committee staff. 

Chairman SALTonsTALu. The committee will come to order. 

he Chair understands that there are several Members of the 
Senate here who have other pressing business, and who would like 
to make their little statements and leave, and the Chair says that 
he himself must turn this meeting over to Senator Flanders in a few 
minutes because of an important conference on the State, Justice, and 
Commerce bill. 

Now, the committee has before it a total of four bills, Senate bills 
dealing with the disposition of certain historical naval relics. 

The House Armed Services Committee held a series of open hear- 
ings on similar bills introduced on their side of the Capitol, with 
result that all were combined into a single bill, H. R. 3247, now 
before us. 

In brief, the bill authorizes the renovation at Government expense 
of the Constitution, now tied up at Boston, so as to continue her as a 
naval museum. 

Second, the bill authorizes the Navy Department to move the Con- 
stellation to Baltimore, the Hartford to Mobile, where they will be 
taken over by nonprofit local organizations for renovation as naval 
mureums. 

Chird, the bill authorizes the Navy to retain for a period of 6 months 
the Olympia and the Oregon, during which period of time any non- 
profit organization interested in making a naval museum of these 2 
vessels might apply. 

Several weeks ago the committee notified all concerned that hear- 
ings would be held today, and the Chair notes that we have a very 
distinguished list of witnesses. 

There are some amendments which the Navy recommends. These 
are shown on the committee print before each member, copy of which 
is inserted in the record at this point. 

(H. R. 8247 is as follows:) 
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[COMMITTEEB PRINT, JUNE 18, 1954] 


(Showing in black brackets and italics the amendments recommended by the 
Department of the Navy) 


{H. R. 8247, 838d Cong., 2d sess. ] 


AN ACT To provide for the restoration and maintenance of the United States ship Con- 
stitution and to authorize the disposition of the United States ship Constellation, United 
States ship Hartford, United States ship Olympia, and United States ship Oregon, and for 
other purposes 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy is 
authorized to repair, equip, and restore the United States ship Constitution, as 
far as may be practicable, to her original condition, but not for active service, 
and thereafter to maintain the United States ship Constitution at Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Navy is authorized 

(a) to make minimum repairs to the United States ship Constellation 
so as to enable that vessel to be safely transported, by towing or otherwise, 
from its present berth to the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland; 

(b) to transport, by towing or otherwise, the United States ship Constel- 
lation from its present berth to the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland; and 

(ec) to transfer by gift the United States ship Constellation to the State 
of Maryland, the city of Baltimore, or to a corporation or association located 
in Baltimore whose charter or articles of agreement denies it the right to 
operate for profit, for restoration as a public memorial at Baltimore, Mary- 
land. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of the Navy is authorized 

(a) to make minimum repairs to the United States ship Hartford so as 
to enable that vessel to be safely transported, by towing or otherwise, from 
its present berth to the harbor of Mobile, Alabama; 

(b) to transport, by towing or otherwise, the United States ship Hart- 
ford, from its present berth to the harbor of Mobile, Alabama; and 

(c) to transfer by gift the United States ship Hartford to the State of 
Alabama, the city of Mobile, or to a corporation or association located in 
Mobile whose charter or articles of agreement denies it the right to operate 
for profit, for restoration as a public memorial at Mobile, Alabama. 

Sec. 4 The Secretary of the Navy is authorized to make the transfers author- 
ized in [subsection] subsections 2 (c) and 3 (c) under such terms and conditions 
as he shall prescribe, such terms and conditions to include but not be limited 
to the following: 

(a) Application for transfer hereunder will not be considered unless 
received within one year of the enactment of this Act: 

(b) Each transferee shall take delivery of the vessel within one year of 
enactment of this Act: 

(c) On failure to take delivery within one year of enactment of this Act, 
the transferor having been willing and ready to make delivery and having 
offered delivery, the transferee shall lose all rights and interest in the 
vessel [and the Secretary of the Navy may dispose of it in the manner he 
would if the application had not been received]; 

(d) Each transferee shall agree to maintain the vessel in a condition 
satisfactory to the Department of the Navy; and 

(e) After delivery, the transferor shall make no further expenditures 
for maintenance of the vessel transferred. 

Sec, 5. The Secretary of the Navy is directed to retain title and custody of, 
and to maintain the United States ships Olympia and Oregon for a period of six 
months after enactment of this Act, during which period any of the several 
States, Territories, or possessions of the United States and political subdivisions, 
or municipal corporations thereof, the District of Columbia, Canal Zone, or 
corporations or associations whose charter or articles of agreement denies them 
the right to operate for profit, may apply for donation of either or both of these 
vessels for restoration as a public memorial or memorials. The Secretary is 
authorized to transfer such vessel or vessels to the aforementioned applicants 
under such terms and conditions as he shall prescribe. If within one vear from 
the enactment of this Act any transferee has not taken delivery of the vessel 
or vessels named in this section for which his application for donation has been 
approved, the transferor having been willing and ready to make delivery and 
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having offered delivery, then said transferee shall lose all rights and interest 
in said vessel or vessels and the Secretary of the Navy may dispose of it in the 
manner he would if the application had not been received. Each transfer agree- 
ment shall include a stipulation that the transferee shall maintain the vessel 
in a condition satisfactory to the Navy Department and that no expense shall 
result to the United States as a consequence of such transfer or as a con- 


sequence of such terms and conditions prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy. 
Sec. 6. Upon expiration of the one year period specified in subsection 4 (a) and 
in section 5 of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to dispose of 


each of the vessels specified in section 5 hereof, [in his discretion, by sale or by 
scrapping, ] for which an application for donation has not been approved by the 
Secretary. iny such vessel may be disposed of by sale or by scrapping, in the 
discretion of the Secretary. Any parts of historical interest may be removed 
from these ships prior to sale or scrapping and retained by the Department of 
the Navy, or, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy, loaned or donated 
to such nonprofit historical or educational institutions as he may select. 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Navy is further authorized, prior to any sale or 
scrapping of the United States ships [Constellation, Hartford, Olympia,] Olympia 
and Oregon, to sell, under such regulations as he may prescribe, such parts or 
pieces of these vessels as may be suitable for use as relics, souvenirs, or 
mementos. Any amounts collected as the result of sales authorized by this sec- 
tion shall be deposited and covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

Sec. 8. The Act of March 18, 1948 (62 Stat. 79), is hereby repealed. Amounts 
received by the Department of the Navy as donations or contributions under 
that Act shall be returned to the donors except that in any cases where donations 
or contributions cannot be returned such amounts will be deposited and covered 
into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts 

Passed the House of Representatives May 3, 1954. 

Attest : LYLE O. SNAvER, Clerk. 

Chairman Sautonstautu. Any witness can get one of these committee 
prints, if he so desires. 

The amendments that have been made to the House bill have been 
made at the recommendation of the Navy. 

Now, the Chair will be glad to hear, first, Senator Sparkman, and 
then from any other Senators or Members of Congress who are here, 
and then we will go forward with the Navy. 

Senator Sparkman ? 

Senator Beall, won’t you sit up here, too? 

Senator Henprickson. Mr. Chairman, I might say that Senator 
Martin was here, Senator Martin, of Pennsylvania, and he had to go, 
but I will make some remarks for him later. 

Chairman Sautronsratu, All right. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN J. SPARKMAN, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF ALABAMA 


Senator SparkMan. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, I am here in the interests of the U. S. S. Hartford. 
As you will recall, Senator Hill and I introduced a bill which was 
referred to this committee, and I have seen the bill now that has passed 
the House. 

I shall not make a statement. Mr. Donaghey, from Mobile, is here; 
he is thoroughly familiar with the subject ; he has visited and i inspected 
the Hartford, and has been on the ground in Mobile, and he knows 
the feeling of the citizens there. Also Congressman Frank Boykin 
is here, and he has a statement to give. I just want to say that, speak- 
ing for both myself and Senator Hill, we are very much interested 
in this legislation, and I hope the committee will give favorable con- 
sideration to it. 
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Chairman SautronstaLh. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Sparkman. I am obligated to go to another committee at 
this time on a very pressing matter, otherwise I should be glad to stay 
and hear the testimony. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Sattonstati. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Beall? 


STATEMENT OF HON. J. GLENN BEALL, A UNITED STATES SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF MARYLAND 


Senator Beaty. Mr. Chairman, I am appearing before this commit- 
tee in the interest of H. R. 8247. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have a prepared statement on this bill intro- 
duced by General Devereux, and I am not going to even read my state- 
ment, but I would like to insert it in the record. 

Chairman SartonstaLtn. Without objection, it will go in the record. 

(The prepared statement of Senator Beall follows :) 


STATEMENT OF HON. J. GLENN BEALL, A SENATOR FROM MARYLAND 


Mr. Chairman, I am appearing before this meeting of the Armed Services Com- 
mittee in support of H. R. 8247, introduced by General Devereux, Representative 
from Maryland’s Second District. 

This bill provides for restoration and maintenance of five of the most historic 
ships in the United States Navy, and I am sure that spokesmen from each State 
concerned will give testimony explaining how they will preserve and care for 
the vessel placed in their charge. 

The Constellation Commission of Maryland, associated with the Flag House 
Association, is a responsible organization, and officials will or have previously 
testified in detail as to the organization and its plans for preserving the 
Constellation. 

Governor McKeldin, Mayor D’Alesandro, and the entire Maryland congres- 
sional delegation support H. R. 8247, and will cooperate in carrying out its pro- 
visions. Rather than relate Maryland’s plans for caring for the Constellation, 
which others are more able to do, I would like to impress upon the members of this 
committee the necessity for preserving tangible evidence of our history and those 
symbols which give life and meaning to our great heritage. 

Our Capital City contains abundant visible evidence of our illustrious past. 
No one can view the dome of the Capitol Building, either in daylight or when 
it reflects illumination by night, without being slightly awe struck. I think even 
the most blasé of us, people who are here every day, always feel some uplift in 
our spirits when we view the many beautiful vistas in Washington. 

There is the dazzling splendor of the Supreme Court Building on a bright 
sunlit day; the solemnity and quietness prevailing in the National Archives 
Building which contains those unique implements of democracy—the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 

Our Capital City is a rare city, to which no other in the world can compare. 
It is a city dedicated and founded to be the national seat of Government of the 
United States. Those citizens who have the opportunity to come here go back 
with marked memories of their Nation’s past—which gives them faith in their 
country’s future. 

It is, however, not enough to just preserve these visible and tangible symbols 
of government in one city. We should endeavor to leave evidences of our past in 
appropriate places throughout this Nation—so that valuable lessons in American 
history will be forever close at hand. 

In time of need, and great crisis, there will always be men who can come for- 
ward and carry on the great traditions of Washington, Jefferson, John Paul 
Jones, Lincoln, Grant and Lee, Pershing, Wilson, and all our other great national 
heroes. 

There will, when our country calls, always be men who are able and capable 
of great national service, providing they have ingrained in them the great 
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American tradition, providing they have examples to follow, providing they are 
inspired with a knowledge of the past. 

That is why I think it is necessary and desirable that these five great Naval 
vessels be preserved. Schoolchildren will trod their decks. Fathers will bring 
their sons, and teach them what a truly magnificant country they have. 

Gentlemen, we must preserve a knowledge of and study the past if our younger 
generations are to preserve this form of government and live up to those ideals 
of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence and in our Con- 
stitution. 

Future generations, which will have the responsibilities now ours, must 
appreciate and understand those ideals if they are to overcome the challenges 
this Government will meet in the years ahead. 

There is no better way to prepare our children than to preserve the symbols 
of our past. 

The Constellation, built in Baltimore and launched on September 7, 1797, is the 
oldest warship in our Navy. She won the first victory of the United States 
Navy by defeating the French frigate L’Jvsurgente on February 9, 1799. 

The captain and crew of the Constellation were recruited from Baltimore and 
Maryland, and Baltimore was her home port during her years of active naval 
service, 

It is only fitting and proper that she be returned to the city and State with 
which her history is most intimately associated. 

The same, I think, is true of the Constitution, the Hartford, the Olympia, and 
the Oregon. 

May the members of this committee in their deliberations see the wisdom of 
providing our children with a proper respect for, and knowledge of, the tradi- 
tion symbolized by these gallant vessels of the United States Navy. 

Senator Bratt. Mr. Chairman, I have several people here. This 
is in the interest of bringing the Constel/ation back to Baltimore, and 
we are going to have one gentleman speak for all of us, if we may, and 
I am going to introduce, if I may, Mr. Neil Swanson, who is chairman 
of the Constellation committee; he is also president of the Star- 
Spangled Banner Association, and Historical Analysis, and a member 
of the Society of American Historians, and a doctor of letters, and I 
will ask if you will, Mr. Chairman, permit Mr. Swanson in his official 
“apacity as president of the association to make a statement, and the 
others we will insert in the record. 

Chairman Satronstaty, Thank you, Senator Beall. 

Would it not be helpful to have the Navy tell about it first ? 

Senator Beatu. Yes. 

Chairman Sarronstauy. Because, although we have been putting 
on the Senators ahead, I think it would be wiser if the Navy, at this 
time—who is the representative of the Navy here ? 

Admiral Mansravu. Rear Admiral Manseau. 

Chairman Sarronsratt. Admiral Manseau, with the approval of 
the other members of the committee, the Chair believes it would be 
wiser to hear you first, and then the various groups who are here can 
present their case. You will present the case for the Navy. Will 
you proceed ? 

Admiral Mawnsrav. Thank you, Senator. I have a statement 
which I would like to read. 

Chairman Satronstaty. Admiral, before we put in your testimony, 
there are various statements here by members of Congress, Congress- 
man Small, Senator John Marshall Butler, and Senator Bush, of Con- 

necticut. Without objection those statements will be put in the rec- 
ord at this point. 


49503—54——2 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
June 28, 1954. 
Hon. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear LeEvERETT: I deeply appreciate your very fine cooperation in scheduling 
hearings on June 24 in connection with H. R. 8247. 

By reason of a long-standing commitment, I must be in New York City tomor- 
row and therefore unfortunately will be unable to attend this meeting. How- 
ever, a copy of my statement is enclosed herewith and I would be indeed grateful 
if you could arrange to have it made a part of the proceeding with an expression 
of my deepest regret at not being able to appear in person. 

The people of Maryland are united in their efforts to have the Constellation 
preserved as a national shrine at historic Fort McHenry in Baltimore, and I 
sincerely hope that the Senate Committee on Armed Services, in its traditional 
wisdom, will approve H. R. 8247. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MARYLAND 


Senator Butter. Mr. Chairman, I deeply appreciate this oppor- 
tunity to express my views in support of H. R. 8247. 

Some months ago, in appearing before a committee of the House, 
I vigorously objected to a bill which would have directed the scuttling 
of one of the greatest ships to ever break sail on the oceans of the 
world. At that time I said: 


This month the Nation, and particularly the people of the State of Maryland, 
celebrated the 155th anniversary of the birth of a grand old dame of the deep, 
the Constellation. If some have their way, this year, 1954, in addition to mark- 
ing the 155th year of her life, will mark as well the year of her death. 

I come here today not as her executioner but as her advocate. I come to speak 
for her preservation in the hands of those who love her, and to protest her 
destruction for the few dollars that might thus be saved. In Maryland, the 
wellsprings of the human spirit have not run so dry that they will no longer 
water the flower of honor in her hour of need. We will not stand and watch 
with placid, uncaring eye while death comes to a great and valiant lady because 
she can no longer be used to guard the ramparts of freedom in the Nation she 
so long and nobly served. 

Gentlemen, we have before us today a bill asking that the Constellation be 
dismantled, dismembered, and destroyed. I have joined in sponsoring an alter- 
native bill, 8. 2246, which provides for the repair and restoration of this ship. 
It asks that the Secretary of the Navy be authorized and directed to repair, 
equip, and restore, as far as may be practicable, the frigate Constellation, and 
to permanently berth such frigate in Baltimore Harbor, Baltimore, Md. the place 
where she was originally manned and launched. 

The Constellation is America’s oldest frigate, the first to enter the service of 
her country. In 1794 she was constructed in Maryland and dipped her mag- 
nificent frame into the waters off our Maryland shore in 1797. Commodore 
Rodgers, who was senior officer in the Navy and fired the opening shot of the 
War of 1812, and Commodore Porter, who commanded guns on the Potomac to 
trap the British fleet, received their baptism of fire on the Constellation in an 
encounter with France. She last stood her ground against the enemy in our 
own Chesapeake Bay. 

We propose that the Constellation be put in a floating drydock and brought 
back home to Maryland. 

Admittedly, there would be some expense involved. But in view of the long 
service the Constellation has given her country, her historic value as the first 
and one of the foremost vessels of our Navy, her undeniable significance to this 
Nation and its citizens, I submit the cost would indeed have to be high before 
we can with honor and proper gratitude say it is too much. Destruction is not 
the way to pay the dept we owe. Nor is scuttling a proper reward for service 
which carried the lives, the hopes, and the spirit of our early seamen. Let us 
retire her with honor by bringing her home to Maryland where she will be pre- 
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served with loving care for the inspiration and esteem of generations to come, 
Let it not be said that the noble warrior whom no enemy could destroy, has 
been undone by those she spent her life to serve. 

Today, I am happy to say, this committee has before it a bill, H. R. 
8247, which I believe is an acceptable compromise as far as Maryland 
is concerned. Section 2 of this bill authorizes the Navy Department to 
make minimum repairs to the Constellation so as to enable that vessel 
to be safely transported by towing or otherwise from its present berth 
to the harbor of Baltimore, Md. This section further authorizes the 
transfer by gift of the Constellation to the State of Maryland, the 
city of Baltimore, or to a nonprofit organization for restoration as a 
public memorial. 

I must congratuate the Navy and the people in Congress, including, 
of course, our distinguished chairman, who have acceded to the pleas 
of so many individuals and patriotic, civic, and historical institutions 
that these great old ships be saved. Apart from patriotic sentiment, an 
additional reason for preserving these old ships is that it represents 
the most economical solution for the Government, at least as far as 
the Constellation and Hartford are concerned. The cost of making 
partial repairs and towing the Constellation to Baltimore will be 
about $30,000. It would cost more than twice that amount to scuttle 
her. So, Mr. Chairman, I strongly urge that this committee favorably 
report H. R. 8247, or similar legislation to the Congress, and thereby 
strike a blow for economy and the preservation of a truly significant 
part of the heritage of our American history. 


STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK SMALL, JR., A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MARYLAND 


Mr. Smaty. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, in sup 
port of the favorable report which accompanies H. R. 8247, I am glad 
to have this opportunity to emphasize again my previous recommen- 
dation to the House that the Congress pass this legislation to provide 
for the restoration and maintenance of the U.S. S. Constitution and to 
authorize appropriate disposit ion of the U.S. S. Constellation, U.S.S. 
Hartford, U.S.S8. Olympia, and U.S. S. Ore . 

We, in Maryland, are especially interested in the U. S. S. Constel 
lation, and we urge that it be repaired under the provisions of this 
bill sufficiently to enable that vessel to be safely transported by towing 
or otherwise from its present berth to the harbor of Baltimore to be 
enshrined permanently at Fort McHenry, the birthplace of the Star 
Spangled Banner. 

The patriotic fervor of our country is symbolized by historic ships 
of the Navy Vs such as the Constitution, the Const llation. and others. 
We take pride in their fighting achievements under hercic command 
because they have safegui irded American liberties. 

The Department of the Navy has recommended that the U. S. S. 
Constitution be completely restored and maintained thereafter. The 
restoration cost has been estimated at about $890,000 and maintenance 
cost of about $46,000 a year, according to my information. While this 
appears to be a considerable amount, it does not detract appreciably 
from the import: nce of preserving such symbolic evidence of our 
historic past. I know that our Navy men share with the general public 
a high esteem for these famous fighting frigates. Every mention of 
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the achievements of these famous ships stimulates anew our patriotic 
impulses. 

The U. 8S. S. Constellation was the second vessel built under the 
first act of Congress which authorized the construction of naval ves- 
sels in 1794. A frigate displacing 1,278 tons, the Constellation was 
launched on September 7, 1797, at Baltimore, Md. While she is not 
now seaworthy, she is nonetheless worthy of restoration and preserva- 
tion as an inspiring symbol of pone patriotism. 

I join with Senator John Marshall Butler and Senator J. Glenn 
Beall to recommend the passage of Congressman Devereux’s bill H. R. 
8247, in the interest of preserving these historic ships on which Amer- 
ican patriots served in the defense of American liberty. 

Chairman Sarronsrauu. There is also inserted at this point a letter 
from Hon. Prescott Bush, United States Senator from Connecticut, 
forwarding a letter from Hon. John Lodge, Governor of Connecticut, 
with respect to the U.S. S. Hartford. 

(The letter referred to is as follows :) 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY, 
June 25, 1954. 
Hon. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
Chairman, Armed Services Committee, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


DEAR SENATOR SALTONSTALL: When hearings were held by your committee 
yesterday on H. R. 8247, which provides, among other things, for the transfer of 
the U. 8. 8. Hartford from the Norfolk Naval Yard to Mobile, Ala., I requested 
that the record be held open for inclusion of a statement by me. This request 
was made because the Honorable John Lodge, Governor of Connecticut, had in- 
formed me some months ago that a number of citizens in our State were inter- 
ested in having the bill amended to provide for the transfer of the U. S. S. Hart- 
ford to Mystic, Conn. 

I have now received a letter from Governor Lodge in which he informs me 
that a study of the problem has demonstrated that the transfer of the Hartford 
to Mystic would be impractical because of the deterioration of the vessel and 
navigational difficulties at the Mystic seaport. I request that the Governor’s 
letter be included in the record of the hearing. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


Prescott BUsH. 


STaTe oF CONNECTICUT, 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS, 
Hartford, June 24, 1954. 
Hon. Prescorr BusH, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Pres: Thank you for your letter of June 8 relative to the open hearing 
on H. R. 8247 which provides for the transfer of the U. S. S. Hartford from the 
Norfolk Naval Yard to Mobile, Ala. 

While, as you point out, there had been no voluntary campaign initiated to 
provide funds for the transfer of this ship to Connecticut, it was my hope that a 
citizen effort might be made to bring this vessel here provided it could be done in 
a more economical manner than proposed by the Navy Department. 

At my request, Mr. William H. Mortensen, chairman of the Connecticut 
Development Commission, made an extensive study of the problem. He con- 
ferred at length with Mr. Philip R. Mallory, president of the Marine Historical 
Association, Inc., at Mystic, and Mr. C. L. Beckley, vice president of Merritt, 
Chapman & Scott. The information and conclusions contained in this letter are 
the results of Bill Mortensen’s investigation. 

While the cost of setting the U. S. S. Hartford in a floating drydock would 
amounts to only $10,000, the problems to be faced upon arrival outside the Mystic 
Harbor would be extensive and their solution would be very costly. 
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Because of the shallow water in the Mystic River channel (11 feet) and the 
mooring area at the Museum Bay, the vessel would have to be transferred from 
the drydock to lighters for the remaining 5 miles to final berthing. 

It is open to question whether, in its present condition, due to age, neglect, 
and inherent deterioration, the U. 8. S. Hartford could stand the stress and 
strain due to the concentration of support in some sections and lack of support 
in other places. 

As you know, the channel into the Mystic seaport has many abrupt turnings 
and is spanned in one place by a railroad bridge 65 feet in horizontal clear and 
in another by a highway bridge 65 feet in horizontal clear with the channel of 
the latter angling about 60 degrees with the bridge thus reducing the effective 
opening about 15 percent. 

When it is remembered that, in addition to these factors, the problems of 
permanent berthing in concrete with the necessity of first dredging out the 
basin to a stable bottom, must be solved, it would appear that the entire cost 
of moving the U. S. S. Hartford from the Norfolk Naval Yard to Mystic would 
be more than we could reasonably expect a citizen group to undertake to raise. 

It is estimated that the annual cost to maintain the ship once berthed would 
be $15,000. 

secause of these factors brought out by Bill Mortensen’s study, I must regret- 
fully conclude that there seems to be no present likelihood that the ship can be 
berthed in Connecticut. I understand that my administrative assistant, Bill 
Minot, telephoned the gist of this information to Dave Clarke this morning. 

I am indeed appreciative of your interest and concern in this matter and I 
am very sorry to have such discouraging information for you on the project. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN LopGE, Governor. 


Chairman SauronstaLL. Now, Admiral Manseau, you may proceed. 


STATEMENT OF REAR ADM. BERNARD E. MANSEAU, DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT CHIEF, BUREAU OF SHIPS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
NAVY 


Admiral Manseav. Mr. Chairman and members of this commit- 
tee, I welcome this opportunity to appear before you this morning in 
support of H. R. 8247, a bill to provide for the future of five historic 
naval vessels, the U. S. S. Constitution, U.S. 8S. Constellation, U.S. S. 
Hartford, U.S. 8. Olympia, and the U.S. S. Oregon. 

Chairman Satronstatt. Admiral, would you care to put that state- 
ment in the record and then speak informally or would you prefer to 
read the statement ¢ 

Admiral Manseav. Well, in view of the probable other witnesses, I 
would prefer to read it, sir. 

Chairman Sattonstauu. All right, go ahead. 

Admiral Manseav. The memorable traditions and achievements of 
these proud old ships in the early days of our Republic are well known 
to members of this committee and, in fact, to Americans everywhere. 
The Navy is understandably reluctant to take steps looking toward 
the disposition of any of these ships without the express approval of 
the Congress. 

As you know, the bill under consideration would authorize the res- 
toration and continued maintenance of the Constitution and, at the 
same time, would provide for the transfer of the other ships to 
qualified donees for preservation as public memorials. In the case of 
the Olympia and the Oregon, the Secretary of the Navy would be au- 
thorized to dispose of these vessels by sale or scrapping in the event 
no acceptable applications for donation should be received. How- 
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ever, the historic significance of these two relics would be preserved 
for posterity by a provision in H. R. 8247 authorizing the donation of 
parts of the ships to historical institutions or schools and for the sale 
of other parts as souvenirs. 

Prompt action is necessary at this time to authorize the Navy to 
transfer, or otherwise dispose of, all of these ships, except the Con- 
stitution, because of their progressive deterioration through the years 
and the ever-increasing costs of their maintenance. 

Chairman Sauronsraty. If you will excuse me for just a minute, 
I would just like to say that I apologize to the gentlemen and ladies 
present but there is a conference of the State, Commerce, and Justice 
bill, and it goes to Senate conference, and I must be there. Senator 
Hendrickson will preside, and Senator Flanders will preside in a few 
moments. I make my apologies to the ladies and gentlemen who are 
here. 

(Senator Hendrickson is now presiding.) 

Senator Henprickson. Admiral, you may proceed. 

Admiral Mansrav. Thank you, sir. 

No public funds have been specifically made available, in recent 
years, for the upkeep of any of these relics. The Navy has provided 
minimum maintenance by diverting funds from the repair and over- 
haul of active and reserve fleet ships. The Navy believes, however, 
that the use of defense appropirations to pay ever-increasing mainte- 
nance costs is not justified. Moreover, the cost of complete restora- 
tion of these ships, as will be pointed out later, is prohibitive. All of 
the relies, with the exception of the Constitution, are unseaworthy 
and in immediate need of extensive repairs. 

I do not believe that anyone would question the need for section 1 
of the bill which authorizes the complete restoration of the Constitu- 
tion and her continued maintenance thereafter. This ship wa?*built 
pursuant to the first act of Congress authorizing the construction of 

naval war vessels in 1794. The Constitution combined the best fea- 
tures of all of the then existing warships of the world. Her valiant 
exploits in the naval war with the French and in the action against 
the Barbary states have given her a paramount claim to the patriotic 
affection of Americans everywhere. Old Ironsides received her nick- 
name during the War of 1812 while under the command of Capt. 
Isaac Hull. Because of extensive and continuing national interest 
in this venerable man-of-war, funds have been made available from 
time to time to repair this ship, particularly in 1833, 1871, and 1925. 
‘Today, the Constitution is in reasonably good condition. She has 
already been about 90 percent restored with public funds and with the 
generous donations of patriotic American citizens. The Constitu- 
tion is now open for public inspection at the Boston Naval Shipyard 
where more than 12,000 persons have visited this ship in a single week, 

The complete restoration cost of the Constitution would be about 
$890,000 and maintenance costs thereafter would total about $46,000 
each year. The Department of the Navy strongly recommends that 
this ship be restored. 7 

With regard to the other four relices, the Constellation, Hartford, 
Olympia, and the Oregon, the high cost of maintenance and restor- 
ation makes their disposition necessary, as provided in H. R. 8247. The 
Constellation and the Hartford, wnder the terms of this bill, would 
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be donated to patriotic organiztions in Maryland and Alabama, 
respectively. Opportunities would be afforded similar groups else- 
where to obtain donation of the Olympia and the Oregon, prior to 
other disposition of these two ships. 

The Constellation was launched in 1797 at Baltimore, Md. She has 
been rebuilt several times and in 1914 was repaired to a condition as 
near her original appearance as possible. 

At present, however, the Constellation is in very poor condition. 
Shorn of her masts and rigging, sagging at the bow and stern, and 
rotting in all exposed surfaces, she is subject to gradual destruction 
by the elements. Restoration of the ship would tie up a drydock for 2 
years and would De aed Nea lete rebuilding of the hull, masts, spars, 
and rigging. Restoration costs are estimated at about $3,500,000. 
Maintenance thereafter wun | cost approximately $46,000 per year. 
Because of the fighting achievements of this fine old ship, the Navy is 
particularly concerned with the progressive deterioration I have just 
described, and hopes that patriotic groups of Baltimore will assume 
responsibility for preserving her as a national memorial, as provided 
for by H. R. 8247. 

The U.S. 8S. Hartford was a fine steam sloop of war authorized by 
the act of Congress of March 3, 1857, and built by the Government in 
the Navy Yard, Boston, Mass. Her record as Admiral Farragut’s 
flagship, victorious in battle against ironclad vessels and coastal forti- 
fications, is a memorable one. 

The Hartford is now at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard and is most 
unseaworthy, requiring inspection at frequent intervals. Complete 
rebuilding of the vessel would be required for restoration. The ship’s 
masts and rigging have been removed and her hull has been housed 
over so that it bears only a slight resemblance to the original Hart- 
ford. Restoration costs are estimated at over $2 million and annual 
maintenance costs thereafter at $63,000. 

The U. 8S. S. Olympia was built at San Francisco, Calif., and 
launched in 1892. She served as the flagship for Adm. George 
Dewey’s Asiatic squadron in 1898 and led the attack on the ships of 
the Spanish fleet in the battle of Manila Bay. ‘The vessel is presently 
at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard but is so unsafe that the public 
is barred from visiting. It is estimated that restoration costs would 
total about $4 million and that annual maintenance costs would be 
approximately $51,000. 

The battleship Oregon, which was the third ship to bear the name 
of that State, was also built at San Francisco, Calif. She was placed 
in commission in 1896 and, thereafter served in the Pacific and with 
the North Atlantic squadron in operations against the Spanish in 
Santiago Harbor. She presently is located at Guam, completely 
strip yped of her superstructure. Only the hull, deck, and bulkheads 
remain. Expenditures to restore the vessel would total about $27 
million, and to maintain it thereafter would cost approximately 
$51,000 a year. 

The cost of restoration of the four ships, the Constellation, Hartford, 
Olympia, and the Oregon, is, therefore, estimated at about $35 million. 
This cost is considered disproportionate to the prospective value of 
these ships for any governmental purpose. Accordingly, disposal of 
these ships in accordance with the terms of H. R. 8247, is strongly 
recommended. 
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Prior to passage of H. R. 8247 by the House of Representatives, sev- 
eral amendments were made to the proposed bill. The Department of 
the Navy objects to only one of these amendments. 

Line 4, page 3 of the bill—line 7 in the committee print—originally 
read “Subsection 2 (c) and 3 (c)”. An amendment was made remov- 
ing “2 (c)” from that line which has the effect of exempting the trans- 
fer of the Constellation from the terms and conditions originally 
specified, in section 4 of the bill, as applicable to this ship as well as 
the Hartford. It is not considered that such an exemption, applicable 
cnly to the Constellation, is in accord with the public interest. Section 
+ requires, among other things, that the vessels shall be maintained in 
a condition satisfactory to the Navy and that the Navy, after delivery, 
shall make no further maintenance expenditures. 

The Navy does not expect to require patriotic groups of the city 
of Baltimore to effect full restoration of the Constellation. I believe, 
however, that the Government and the American people as well have 
a right to expect adequate assurances that the Constellation will be 
made safe and presentable for public inspection; also, that the Con- 
stellation will not be used for any purpose which would cast discredit 
upon the Navy and upon the proud traditions of this historic ship. 
Moreover, following the transfer, it is believed that the Government 
should be exempt from requests for further public expenditures on 
account of the Constellation. 

I certainly do not question the intentions or sincerity of the various 
patriotic, nonprofit organizations of the city of Baltimore which are 
interested in obtaining the Conste/lation as a public memorial. How- 
ever, I do believe that the Constellation is part of the common heritage 
of all patriotic Americans and that the donation of this ship—as well 
as the donation of the other three ships—should not be authorized 
without the minimum safeguards prescribed in this bill. Accordingly, 
I strongly recommend that line 4 on page 3 of the bill be restored to 
read “Subsections 2 (c) and 3 (c)”. 

Certain other minor changes in H. R. 8247 appear necessary in order 
to give full effect to the other amendments made by the House of 
Representatives and to remove certain inconsistencies and possible 
ambiguities. They are as follows:—I might let the statement carry 
these minor alterations or amendments suggested, unless the commit- 
tee would have me read them. 

Senator FLanprrs (presiding). They are contained on page 7 of 
your statement ? 

Admiral Mansrav. Yes, sir. They appear in the committee print. 

(a) Page 3, line 20 of committee print, insert a semicolon after the 
word “vessel”, delete the remainder of the line, and delete all of lines 
21 and 22. 

6) Page 5, lines 9 and 10, delete “, in his discretion, by sale or by 
scrapping, 

(c) Page 5, line 11, after the word “Secretary”, insert a new sentence 
“Any such vessel may be disposed of by sale or by scrapping, in the 
discretion of the Secretary.” 

(7) Page 5, line 21, delete “Constellation, Hartford,” and delete the 
comma following the word “Olympia”. 

(e) Page 5, line 7, delete “in subsection 4 (a)”. 

In conclusion, may I say that this bill represents a soundly conceived 
and most praiseworthy plan to minimize further expense to the Gov- 
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ernment with regard to these historic relics and, at the same time, to 
preserve, for succeeding generations, the best of the memorable tradi- 
tions of these famous old fighting ships of the line. The Department 
of the Navy, on behalf of the Department of Defense, strongly favors 
enactment of H. R. 8247. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for allowing me to testify 
on this matter 

Senator Henpricxson. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the admiral 
question ? 

Senator Franpers. Do so. 

Senator Henprickson. Admiral, the provisions of this bill, as they 
relate to the Constitution, would require an appropriation; that is 
clear, is it not? 

Admiral Mansrav. Yes, sir; that is clear, 

Senator Henprickson. Is there language in this bill to constitute 
an authorization for that appropri: ition? As I read the bill, it is not 
clear whether there is an authorization. 

Senator FLanprers. There seems to be no sums mentioned, and they 
usually have a sum mentioned if it is a case of authorization, so it 
would seem to require beyond this an authorization bill, and then be- 
yond that an appropriation. 

Senator Henprickson. That is correct. That is the reason for my 
question. 

Admiral Mansgav. As I see it, authorization to restore or to main- 
tain, it seems to me, would carry with it the authorization to seek 
appropriations, because if we do have ship appropriations, and in that 
we budget all ships, we have to take care of those out of commission as 
well as those in. 

Senator Henprickson. I would want to be sure that we had ade- 
quate authorization; that was all. 

Admiral Manseav. Do you agree with that? 

Senator Stennis. This would not need a point of order on the floor 
on an appropriation bill that this was not authorized ? 

Admiral Manseav. No, sir; I do not think it would. It is an exist- 
ing ship. 

Senator FLanpers. The present defense ee bill, with its 
appropriations for the Navy, of course, was finished in conference 
yesterday, and there is nothing of this that oceurs in it, as ‘ remember. 

Admiral Mansravu. No, sir. We do not budget for this in fiscal 
1954, in the fiscal 1954 budget. Presumably we would budget for it 
in 1955, and then it would run through the Appropriations Committee 
In 1956, 

Senator FLanpers. On page 5, the last page of your testimony, you 
mentioned a number of changes, (a), (b), (c), (da), (e), and I have 
had my attention called to one change which was proposed, I ee 
on the floor, line 6 and 7 on page 5, of changing line 6 from 1 year to 
6 months, and deleting in subsection 4 (a)—you do not metitiedi the 
changing of the period form 1 year to 6 months. That is not in your 
proposals ¢ 

Admiral Mansgav. No, sir; that is right. We think 6 months 
would be good, but we have no objection to 1 year. However, the 
other part in line 7, the words in section 4 (a) could well be striken. 
I think it would make the bill a little more clear 
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Senator Bratt. Mr. Chairman, if I may, speaking for the Mary- 
land group, we have no objection to the amendment; we concur with 
the amendment. 

Senator FLanpers. Yes. 

Is there anyone else from your group from Baltimore who would 
like to speak on the subject of the Constellation? 

Serator Bratu. Yes. 

Senator Fianpers. I think we might clear up the testimony on the 
Constallation first, before going to the other of the ships. 

Senator Beaty. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator FLranpers. Thank you, Admiral, but you had better stay 
right there, because you may be interrogated. 

Admiral Mansgav. Yes. 

Senator Beaty. Mr. Chairman, I have already put my own state- 
ment in the record, and in the interest of saving time I am going to 
ask you to have that printed, if you will, please, but I would like to 
introduce Mr. Neil Swanson, chairman of the Constellation Associa- 
tion, president of the Star-Spangled Banner Association, and Histori- 
cal Analysis, and a member of the Society of American Historians, 
also a doctor of laws. 

Mr. Chairman, if I may, I would like to ask Mr. Swanson to make a 
statement for our group. There are several others who will put their 
statements in the record, but if Mr. Swanson will proceed, please, we 
would appreciate it. 


STATEMENT OF NEIL H. SWANSON, CHAIRMAN, CONSTELLATION 
COMMISSION OF MARYLAND 


Mr. Swanson. Thank you, Senator. 

Mr. Chairman, I have a prepared statement which I would like to 
submit for the record in the interest of saving time. 

Senator FLanpers. It will be put in the record. 

Mr. Swanson. I will not attempt to read the whole thing; I will 
deal with certain high points. 

Since Admiral Manseau has raised, quite properly, the question of 
the substantial character of the proposals made by Maryland and 
Baltimore, I think it is proper at this time to state that the Constella- 
tion Commission of Maryland was created by 29 patriotic, historical, 
hereditary, civic, and veterans’ organizations for three specific pur- 
poses: to save the United States ship Constellation from destruction, 
to bring about the return of that gallant ship to her original home 
port of Baltimore, and to preserve her there as a patriotic memorial 
and shrine. 

The bill now before this committee, H. R. 8247, passed the House 
on May 8, 1954 would accomplish the first 2 of those 3 purposes, and 
would make possible the accomplishment of the third. 

The Constellation Commission respectfully requests and recom- 
mends the adoption of a favorable report on H. R. 8247, and passage 
by the Senate at the earliest possible moment. 

It makes that recommendation with a view to having the Constella- 
tion placed under the guardianship of the Constellation Commission, 
to be maintained permanently thereafter as a patriotic memorial at 
‘ort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor, without cost to the Government 
of the United States. 
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The Constellation Commission had its origin in the Star-Spangled 
Banner Flag House Association of Baltimore, of which I am president. 
[t is a nonprofit organization, the legal custodian of the house in which 
the battle flag that inspired the writing of our national anthem was 
placed. It is the sponsor of nationw ide observance of National Flag 
Week, of which President Eisenhower was honorary chairman last 
year and Vice President Nixon was honorary chairman this year. 

That association draws its support in membership dues, and i 
part—I think this is important—from the State of Maryland and the 
city of Baltimore. Last year the directors of the association, con- 
cerned about the bill then before Congress, H. R. 2316, proposing the 
scrapping of the Constellation, called a mass meeting of representa- 
tives of patriotic organizations. At that meeting 29 organizations 
which are listed in my written statement, were represented. 

By resolution unanimously adopted the Constellation Commission 
was established as an auxiliary of the Star-Spangled Flag House 
Association, whose constitution denies it the right to operate for profit, 
and therefore conforms with the terms of the present bill. 

Admiral Manseau is very properly concerned, as I have said, with 
the substantial character of the proposals presented to this committee 
by the Constellation Commission of Maryland on behalf of its found- 
ing organizations. 

To the best of our knowledge, we are presenting to this committee 
the first specific practical and adequately supported plan to carry out 
the purpose of preserving the Constellation as a patriotic memorial. 
The evidence of such support is contained in the language of a resolu- 
tion unanimously adopted at a preliminary meeting called specifically 
to explore the possibilities of substantial support. 

That resolution said, and I quote: 

The city of Baltimore and the State of Maryland, so far as it is possible for the 
mayor and the Governor to say so, are willing to underwrite any reasonable, 
necessary expenses 

in bringing the United States ship Constellation to Baltimore. 

This resolution was introduced by the mayor of Baltimore, seconded 
by the Governor of Maryland, and Senators John Marshall Butler 
and Glenn Beall of Maryland. 

That expression of financial support contained in the resolution was 
reiterated by both the Governor and the mayor at the meeting which 
created the Constellation Commission on February 9. 

[ will pass over the details, but the fact is that the Constellation 
Commission so far has made no public appeal for financial or other 
help, but the first news of its hopes and plans brought numerous vol- 
untary offers of help, including an offer from a responsible corporation 
in Baltimore to underwrite the e xpense of transporting the Constella 
oH: to Baltimore. 

Under the terms of this bill that is no longer important, but I am 
quite sure that that corpor: ition will stand on an offer to participate 
actively and substantially in preserving the ship. 

What we are proposing is that the Constel/ation be transferred to 
the guardianship of the Constellation Commission, subject to all 
proper safeguards prescribed by law: that the Constellation be trans 
ported to Baltimore harbor by the Navy: the Constellation to be 
placed in a slip inside the seawell at Fort McHenry, and that it should 
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be pli: asticized or otherwise scientifically treated to preserve her; that 
the ship then be emplaced permanently in sand or concrete in the 
general manner in which Great Britain has preserved Her Majesty’s 
ship Victory, Lord Nelson's flagship; and that the Constellation be 
there maintained as a permanent national patriotic and historic memo- 
rial and shrine, eventually restored as to masts and rigging, and kept 
open to the public under proper supervision of, but without cost to, 
the Government of the United States. 

Now, the first two of these steps are implemented by the bill before 
this committee. 

I have set forth a number of statistical facts in this statement to 
indicate the practicality of that plan. 

Senator Fianpers. There are ships like that on this side of the 
water, preserved, not: ably the two whaling ships 

Mr. Swanson. Yes, sir. 

Senator FLanpers (continuing). Upin New England. 

Mr. Swanson. I have seen them, sir. 

Senator FLanpers. Yes. 

Mr. Swanson. On March 1, when representatives of the Constella- 
tion Commission appeared before a subcommittee of the Armed 
Services Committee of the House, we felt it necessary to argue that 
the Constellation ought to be preserved. It seems to us that the at- 
mosphere has changed a great deal. There was pretty general agree- 
ment on that subject; therefore, I will not read that part of my state- 
ment. 

I would like to present some of our reasoning as to why she ought 
to be preserved at Baltimore. 

Baltimore is Constellation’s original home port. She was built 
there. She was launched there in 1797; she was manned in Balti- 
more: she sailed from Baltimore on her first cruise. 

Her full fighting Iistory identifies her with the port where she 
was built. Three of the Navy’s most famous officers, who participated 
in the suecessful defense of Baltimore in 1814, were veterans of Con- 
stellation’s gun decks. 

Commodore John Rodgers, the senior oflicer of the Navy in the War 
of 1812, and the man who fired the first shot of that war at sea, was a 
lieutenant aboard the Conste//ation in her victorious battle with the 
Fre ne h frigate L’Jnsurgente. 

The first naval battle ever won by a ship of the Navy of the United 
States was that battle. John Rodgers, incidentally, was a Mary- 
lander, and his home at Havre de Grace was pillaged by the enemy. 

Commodore David Porter, commanding the frigate Esser. carried 
the United States flag into the Pacific the first time on a vessel of our 
Navy: bye aptur ing the ene my ships, he created our first Pacifie fleet ; 
he established our first Pacific beachhead: against overwhelming odds, 
he fought to the end in one of the bloodiest and most heroic of our 
naval actions off the coast of Chile. David Porter got his baptism 
under fire in Conste//ation’s battle with L’/nsurgente. 

Oliver Hazard Perry, hero of Lake Erie, also served as a lieutenant 
aboard Constellation, and all three of these heroes of our naval his- 
tory took part in the 4-day battle of Baltimore. It ended in the com- 
plete repulse of a powerful British fleet and army, that produced the 
national anthem of the United States, and that almost certainly so 
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changed the course of history that it deserves to rank as one of the 
decisive battles of the modern world. 

Constellation is identified with the events that led to the writing 
of The Star-Spangled Banner. We feel that logic compels the con 
clusion that she should be preserved at Fort McHenry, the scene of 
the fight that gave the United States its song of confidence and cour 
age in the midst of danger. 

The Constellation was not only born in Chesapeake Bay waters, 
she fought her last fight in the War of 1812 in Chesapeake Bay waters 
and won it. 

Logic says that she belongs to Baltimore and to the Chesapeake. 
We are dealing here with something a little less precise than logic, 
something deeper, and something far more powerful. We are dealing 
with the hearts and souls of men and women and of children who are 
growing up to be the new defenders of our freedom. ‘The feeling in 
Maryland is that we owe them the inspiration of the Constellation. 

We owe them the evidence of the courage and determination, devo- 
tion to principles of liberty and justice, that sent Conste//ation out 
to fight against the great powers of the world when the United States 
was still so young and weak that it was little better than a bad joke 
in the capitals of Europe. 

Senator FLANDERs. If you will excuse me for a moment, sir, we have 
just had a telegram which I think will interest you. There has been, 
| judge, a question raised as to whether the Constellation should go 
to Baltimore or Newport, and this telegram has just been received 
from the director of public relations of the city of Newport. It is 
addressed to Mr. Allen, chief clerk of this committee : 

Re your letter dated June 21. Thank you for your invitation to attend hear 
ing on H. R. 8247. This city shows no further interest in disposal of U. S. 8S 
Constellation. Our sincerest regards to city of Baltimore for its fine public 
spirit in preserving this historic monument. 

So I would judge, sir, that you will not have to press your case 
against Opposing claims, because they have disappeared. 

Senator Bratt. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for reading 
that. If I may interrupt your, Mr. Swanson, I believe in the old 
adage ,when we haven't any opposition, let’s close our case. 

Mr. Swanson. It suits me, personally. I do not believe in wasting 
ammunition. 

Senator Bray. I ask that Mr. Swanson’s statement be filed, for 
brevity, and I will just ask Mr. Clautice, secretary of the Baltimore 
Association of Commerce, if he has a statement to make, 

(The prepared statement of Mr. Swanson follows:) 

The Constellation Commission of Maryland was created by 29 patriotic, his 
torical, hereditary, civic, and veterans’ organizations for 3 specific purposes 
to save the United States ship Constellation from destruction, to bring about 
the return of that gallant ship to her original home port of Baltimore, and to 
preserve her there as a patriotic memorial and shrine. 

The bill (H. R. 8247) passed by the House of Representatives on May 3, 1954, 
and now under consideration by the Senate Committee on Armed Services, 
would accomplish the first 2 of those 8 purposes and would make possible the 
accomplishment of the third. 

Therefore, the Constellation Commission of Maryland respectfully requests and 
earnestly recommends the adoption of a favorable report on H. R. 8247 by the 
Committee on Armed Services. It respectfully requests and earnestly recom 
mends early passage of the bill by the Senate, with a view to placing the United 
States ship Constellation under the guardianship of the Constellation Commis 
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sion, to be maintained permanently thereafter as a patriotic memorial at Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore Harbor without cost to the Government of the United 
States. 


ORIGIN OF THE CONSTELLATION COMMISSION 


There is an organization in Maryland known as The Star-Spangled Banner Flag 
House Association, Inc. That association is the legal custodian of the quaint 
old brick house in Baltimore in which the battle flag that inspired the writing 
of our national anthem was made. It is also the sponsor of nationwide observ- 
ance of National Flag Week, of which President Eisenhower was honorary chair- 
man last year and Vice President Nixon was honorary chairman this year. 

The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House Association is a nonprofit patriotic and 
historical organization, established in 1927 and drawing its support in part 
from membership dues and in part from the State of Maryland and the city 
of Baltimore. Its officers and directors are elected by the members in annual 
meeting; most of them are also representatives, officers, or directors of other 
patriotic, historical, or civic organizations. 

Late last year the board of directors of the association, in a special meeting, 
considered whether and by what means the United States ship Constellation 
could be saved from destruction under the terms of a bill (H. R. 2316) supported 
by the Navy Department. Their decision was to issue a call for a mass meeting 
of patriotic, veterans’, historical, hereditary, and civic organizations. 

The date they chose was February 9, 1954—the 155th anniversary of the first 
sea fight won by a ship of the Navy of the United States—the 155th anniversary 
of the defeat and capture of the French frigate L’Insurgente by the United States 
ship Constellation. 

On that historic day, the Constellation Commission was created by the unani- 
mous vote of representatives of the following organizations: 


American Heritage Association 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Army and Navy Legion of Valor 

Association of Commerce of Baltimore 

Catholic War Veterans 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Daughters of Colonial Wars 

Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of America 
Daughters of the Revolution 

Dorchester County Historical Society 

Eastern Shore Society 

Fleet Reserve Association 

Gold Star Mothers 

Junior Association of Commerce of Baltimore 
Maryland Historical Society 

Maryland Minute Women 

Society of the Daughters of 1812 

Society for the Preservation of Maryland Antiquities 
Society of the War of 1812 

Sons of the American Revolution 

The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House Association 
United Daughters of the Confederacy 

United Spanish War Veterans 

United States Marine Corps Engineer Reserve Batallion, Fort McHenry 
Veterans of Foreign War 

War Veterans in Federal Employment 

West Town Community Association 

Women of the Army and Navy Legion of Valor 


By resolution unanimously adopted, the Constellation Commission was estav- 
lished as an auxiliary of the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House Association, 
whose constitution denies it the right to operate for profit. 

The Constellation Commission is composed of one representative of each of 
the founding organizations, with the president of the Star-Spangled Banner Flag 
House Association as chairman. By another resolution unamimously adopted at 
the meeting on February 9, the chairman was authorized to appoint an executive 
committee; that committee includes Daniel H. Burkhardt, adjutant, the Ameri- 
ean Legion, department of Maryland, vice chairman; former United States 
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Senator George L. Radcliffe, president, the Maryland Historical Society; Col. 
aul Wolman, former national commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Paul 
Holland, director of public works, city of Baltimore; Denmeade Kolb, president, 
the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland; and Mrs. George Kk. Parker, Jr., 
national president, Daughters of the Revolution. 

To the best of our knowledge, the Constellation Commission represents the 
first organized effort to preserve the United States ship Constellation as a 
patriotic and historical shrine. To the best of our knowledge, it presents to 
the Senate Committee on Armed Services the first specific, practical, and 
adequately supported plan to carry out that purpose. Evidence of such support 
is contained in the language of a resolution unanimously adopted at a pre- 
liminary meeting: “The city of Baltimore and the State of Maryland, so far as 
it is possible for the mayor and the Governor to say so, are willing to under- 
write any reasonable, necessary expenses” in bringing the United States ship 
Constellation to Baltimore. 

The foregoing resolution was introduced by Mayor D’Alesandro of Baltimore 
and seconded by Governor McKeldin and Senators John Marshall Butler and 
Glenn Beall. The expression of financial support contained in the resolution 
wus reiterated by both the Governor and the mayor at the meeting which created 
the Constellation Commission on February 9. 

The commission has made no public appeal for financial or other help to carry 
out its purpose of preserving the Constellation; but the first news of its hopes 
and plans immediately brought numerous voluntary offers of assistance. Under 
date of February 24, 1954, only 2 weeks after its creation, the commission re 
ceived a written offer by a responsible corporation, Ramsay, Scarlett & Co., Inc., 
steamship agents and brokers, to finance the costs of bringing Constellation to 
Kaltimore. The commission is confident that financial and other practical sup 
port will be forthcoming if the Congress, by enactment of H. R. 8247, provides it 
with a sound foundation on which to undertake the preservation of the ship. 

This is the plan: On March 1, 1954, at a hearing before a subcommittee of the 
House of Representatives Committee on Armed Services, the Constellation com- 
mission proposed : 

1. That the United States ship Constellation be transferred to the guardianship 
of the Constellation Commission of Maryland, subject to all proper safeguards, 
rules, and regulations prescribed by law; 

2. That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized and directed to transport 
Constellation to the harbor at Baltimore, Md., her oviginal home port, by tow- 
ing if practicable or in a floating drydock if necessary for her safety; 

3. That Constellation be placed in a slip inside the seawall at Fort McHenry, 
and that she be plasticized or otherwise scientifically treated to preserve her ; 

4. That the ship then be emplaced permanently in sand or concrete in the gen- 
eral manner in which Great Britain has preserved H. 8S. M. Victory; and 

5. That Constellation be there maintained as a permanent national patriotic 
and historic memorial and shrine, eventually restored as to masts and rigging, 
and kept open to the public under proper supervision of, but without cost to, the 
Government of the United States. 

The first two steps in that plan are implemented by the bill (H. R. 8247) passed 
by the House of Representatives and now under consideration by this committee. 

The plan is practical: It is our understanding that the recently retired captain 
of Boston Navy Yard and the naval architect who now serves as custodian of 
Constellation, believe that the ship can be safely brought to Baltimore in a float 
ing drydock. 

It is our understanding that floating drydocks are available for this purpose 

It is our understanding that Constellation can be brought to Baltimore at 
an actual saving of money to the Government of the United States. This un- 
derstanding is based on the following information furnished to us: 

1. That the current annual expense of maintaining Constellation is approxi- 
mately $46,000—an expenditure that is accomplishing only her gradual disin- 
tegration; 

2. That the cost of bringing the ship to Baltimore is estimated at approxi- 
mately $29,000—$17,000 to prepare her for the trip and $12,000 for towing: 

3. That the cost of scrapping Constellation is estimated at approximately 
$70,000 

Constellation should not be destroyed. The Constellation Commission was 
created to save and preserve the United States ship Constellation in the belief 
that she is essentially the frigate built in Baltimore and launched in 1797. 
There has been some controversy as to whether the Constellation now in Boston 
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Navy Yard is the original ship, necessarily repaired and rebuilt at various times 
during her long service, or whether the original ship was destroyed in the 1850's 
and a new ship of the same name built. 

The commission has taken no part in this controversy. The members of the 
executive committee feel that the question can be answered only by careful 
factual research. As chairman of the Constellation Commission, I asked the 
president of the Maryland Historical Society to appoint a special committee to 
carry out such research; and the committee is approaching the conclusion of its 
work. In the meantime, we have been informed that the Navy, after exhaus- 
tive research, has come to the conclusion that there is a complete lack of evi- 
dence to support the theory of disposal of the original Constellation, and that 
the Navy's official position is that the present Conste llation was built in Balti- 
more in 1797 by the act of Congress of March 27, 1794. 

On the basis of that position, the United States ship Constellation is the old- 
est warship in the Navy of the United States; she is the ship that won the first 
victory ever won by a vessel of the Navy of the United States; she is a part of the 
American heritage; she should not be lost. Broken up or scuttled, she can serve 
no useful purpose. Preserved as a national patriotic shrine, she can go on 
fighting as a symbol and a reminder of the valor, the belief in principles, and 
the determination to uphold them that have made this Nation the defender of 
human freedom in a world imperiled by aggressive tyranny and by a frantic 
ideology dedicated to the destruction of every principle on which our country 
was established 

Constellation should be preserved at Baltimore. 

saltimore is her original home port. 

She was built in Baltimore. 

She was manned in Baltimore. 

Constellation’s fighting history identifies her with the port where she was 
built. Three of the Navy’s most famous officers, who participated in the suc- 
eessful defense of Baltimore in 1814 were veterans of Constellation’s gun 
decks. 

Commodore John Rodgers, senior officer of the Navy in the War of 1812 and 
the man who fired the first shot of that war at sea, was a lieutenant aboard 
Constellation in her battle with L’/nsurgente. He was a Marylander; his home 
at Havre de Grace was pillaged by the enemy. 

Commodore David Porter, commanding the frigate Esser, carried the United 
States flag into the Pacific the first time on a vessel of our infant navy; by cap- 
turing enemy ships, he created our first Pacific fleet; he established our first 
Pacific beachhead; against overwhelming odds, he fought to the end in one of 
the bloodiest and most heroic of our naval actions. David Porter got his bap- 
tism of fire in Constellation’s battle with L’Insurgente. 

Oliver Hazard Perry, hero of Lake Erie, also served as a lieutenant aboard 
Constellation. 

All three of these heroes of our naval history took part in the 4day battle 
of Baltimore that ended in the complete repulse of a powerful British fleet and 
army that gave the United States its anthem, and that almost certainly so 
changed the course of history that it deserves to rank as one of the decisive 
battles of the modern world. 

Constellation, therefore, is identified with the events that led to the writing 
of The Star-Spangled Banner. Logic compels the conclusion that she should 
be preserved at Fort McHenry, the scene of the fight that gave the United States 
its song of confidence and courage in the midst of danger 

Constellation was born in Chesapeake Bay waters. She fought her last fight, 
in the War of 1812, in Chesapeake Bay waters. Blockaded, she became the target 
of a cutting-out expedition; her crew, in the Battle of Craney Island, defeated 
the attack. 

Yes, logic says that she belongs to Baltimore and to the Chesapeake. But we 
are dealing here with something less precise than logic—something deeper, 
something far more powerful. We are dealing with the hearts and souls of 
men and women and of children who are growing up to be the new defenders 
of our freedom. We owe them the inspiration of the Constellation. 

We owe them the evidence of the courage and determination, the devotion to 
principles of liberty and justice, that sent Constellation out to fight against the 
great powers of the world when the United States was still so young and weak 
that it was little better than a bad joke in the capitals of Europe. 
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When the frigate Constitution was threatened with destruction, she was saved 
by the throbbing lines of a great poem that began “‘Ay, tear her tattered ensign 
down.” 

In the last few months, many people have been writing poems about Con- 
stellation. I would like to conclude this statement by reading one of them It 
was written by Juliet Brooke Ballard of Maryland. She calls it The Last 
Frigate: 


THE LAST FRIGATE 


The Chesapeake, mother of ships and men, 

Lies stirred by the tides and the winds again; 
But the ships she loosed on a vanished foe 

Have gone the way that the shadows go. 

The China clippers, the merry brigs 

Have journeyed the road of the powdered wigs ; 
And the Chesapeake, queen of the sailing ships, 
Holds memories only within ker slips. 

But in Boston Harbor the wind blows cold 

On the Constellation, rotting and old. 


The men who cheered as she cleared the ways 
Saw only the birth of the grave, new days 
When the fastest frigate that sailed the sea 
Would guard the land they had fought to free 
But a century passes, and men go, too, 

She is only a ghost who was once so new ; 
And at Fort McHenry the breezes blow 

On the flag that we saved from a foreign foe 
With its bars of red and its heart of blue, 

But not on the ship that the Founders knew. 


The Chesapeake, mother of ships and men, 
Calls for her frigates to come again: 
And she who was first at her country’s call 
Creeps slowly back to the old seawall. 
She is streaked and torn where the years have pressed; 
But the Constellation comes home to rest. 
JULIA BROOKE BALLARD. 


STATEMENT OF JOSEPH W. CLAUTICE, SECRETARY, BALTIMORE 
ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE 


Mr. Cxuavricr. In the interest of brevity, we can file this. 
(The prepared statement of Mr. Clautice follows:) 


[am Joseph W. Clautice, secretary of the Baltimore Association of Commerce, 

The Baltimore Association of Commerce respectfully urges your committee to 
take favorable action on House Resolution 8247, which would authorize the 
Secretary of the Navy to return the U. 8S. 8S. Constellation to Baltimore. 

We join wholeheartedly with numerous other civic and patriotic organizations 
in requesting that this famous warship be returned to its home port of Baltimore, 
where it was launched in 1797. It is the desire of the city of Baltimore and the 
State of Maryland to preserve it as a historic shrine in the port which has played 
such an important role in American history. 

We strongly recommend that Baltimore and Maryland be permitted to per- 
petuate the U. 8. S. Constellation as a patriotic shrine at Fort McHenry, birth- 
place of the Star-Spangled Banner, which now attracts nearly three-quarters of 
a million visitors each year. 


Senator Bratxu. I would like to introduce Mr. James W. Foster, 
director of the Maryland Historical Society of Baltimore. 


49503—54 4 











“ 
- 
~ 


oe HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 


STATEMENT OF JAMES W. FOSTER, DIRECTOR, MARYLAND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Mr. Fosrrer. We have no statement. We want to bolster up the 
statement of Mr. Swanson—that is the chairman, former Senator 
Radcliffe— the statement that Mr. Swanson has made. 

Senator Bratt. We have Congressman Edward T. Miller of the 
First Congressional District of Maryland, who has a brief statement. 

Senator Fianpers. I might say just for a moment with regard to 
this telegram, that Mr. Edward J. Higgins, administrative assistant 
to Senator Green, is present on behalf of Senator Green. Where is 
he ¢ 

Mr. Hicerns. I have no comment, Senator. I think that telegram 
that you read answers for Rhode Island. 

Senator Beate. Mr. Chairman, we have Congressman Edward T. 
Miller. 


STATEMENT OF HON. EDWARD T. MILLER, MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES, FROM THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DIS- 
TRICT OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND 


Mr. Mixxer. Senator Flanders, I am still enough of a lawyer to not 
want to argue a case when it already seems to be won. I would just 
like to note my presence here at this hearing, as well as to note the 
interest of our people, who are not of Baltimore C ity, but all of the 
people of Maryland feel strongly about this, and I would like to 
associate myself with the remarks, the very scholarly remarks of 
Mr. Swanson, and my distinguished colleagues in the Senate and the 
House, in support of this bill. 

Senator FLanpers. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Bratt. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Swanson wants to ask Admiral 
Manseau one question, I think, about one of the amendments, if we 
may, sir. We are not objecting to it. 

Mr. Swanson. Admiral, the Constellation Commission of Mary- 
land concurs in the Navy Department’s proposed amendments, but 
would like to ask a question about section 4 (a) and (b) on page 3, 
which is not an amendment—a provision of the bill, as passed by the 
House 

The Secretary of the Navy is— 
authorized to make transfers— 
and so forth— 


under such terms and conditions as he shall prescribe, such terms and condi- 
tions to include but not be limited to the following: 

(a) Application for transfer hereunder will not be considered unless received 
within 1 year of the enactment of this act : and then 

(b) Each transferee shall take delivery of the vessel within 1 year of enact- 
ment of this act. 

Is that a little self-contradictory, possibly, sir? I think certainly 
Maryland is prepared to act within a year or less than a year, but cir- 
cumstances beyond the control of the Constellation commission or the 
government of Baltimore and Mar vland, such as whether, or the un- 
availability of floating drydocks, or other emergencies, might prevent 
the actual de livery within a year. 


A 
for 
N 

A 

M 
day 
) 
Lin 
aga 
sect 
' 


wo 
rea 
we 
yor 
s 
Sei 
que 


lw 


pre 

1 
mol 
yar 
ofte 
ple! 
str 

I 
int 
Am 
N 


a 


but 
Tor 
sail 
pli 

( 
the 
Bal 

\ 
rep 
duc 
the 

7 
23, 
ing 
est 


HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 2 


Admiral Manseav. If you remember originally, section (a) called 
for 6 months. 

Mr. Swanson. Yes. 

Admiral Mansgav. And (b) for 1 year 

Now, the 2 are merged, so we come down to where we hit the last 
day of the year, and the 2 acts might take place. 

Mr. Swanson. Well, we certainly had no objection to section 4 (a). 
I raise the question as to whether there should be some protection 
against unforeseen and uncontrollable emergencies with regard to 
section 4 (b). 

Admiral Mansrav. Well it seems to me an interpretation of (c) 
would take care of that situation—the transferor being willing and 
ready to make delivery; if he cannot make delivery, it seems to me 
we would be bound to make delivery, and if something held us up be- 
yond a year, it seems to me section (c) would take care of that. 

Senator FLanpers. I would like to say to the Senators present that 
Senator Knowland has just phoned that he would like to have a quick 
guvorum call at 11. It will not take long, and the Senators can return. 
I wonder, however, whether we cannot at this point move on to the—— 

Senator Srennis. Mr. Chairman, I believe Representative Boykin 
can lead the fight mighty quickly for this situation in Mobile, if we 
will take a few minutes. 

Mr. Boykin. I certainly can. 

Senator Srennis. If you are through with the other one; I do not 
want to cut them off. 

Senator Fianpers. Before we proceed with Congressman Boykin, 
Congressman Samuel L. Friedel, of Maryland, is sending over a state- 
ment for inclusion in the record. 

(The prepared statement of Congressman Friedel follows :) 


STATEMENT OF Hon. SAMUEL N. FRIEDEL, REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE 
SEVENTH DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I appreciate the opportunity to 
present this statement today on the merits of H. R. 8247. 

The U. 8S. 8. Constellation is particularly dear to the people of the city of Balti- 
more and the State of Maryland because she was built in David Stodder’s ship- 
yard in Baltimore. She was launched in our city on September 7, 1797. It is 
often said that Baltimore residents contributed their own personal funds to sup- 
plement the meager appropriation allotted by the Government for her con- 
struction. 

Every man aboard but one was a Marylander, when the Constellation sailed 
into battle with the French vessel L’Insurgente on January 9, 1799, the first 
American naval victory. 

Not only is the Constellation the oldest fighting ship in the United States Navy, 
but it was aboard this vessel that the United States Navy was born, when Capt. 
Tom Truxton, her first commander, enforced the first training and discipline of 
sailors known on American sailing vessels. It was from this training and disci- 
pline that our great Navy of today grew. 

On June 24, 1953, I introduced House Joint Resolution 284, which provides for 
the restoration and preservation of the U. S. S. Constellation at a berth in 
Baltimore Harbor. 

When I learned that the Department of the Navy would not give a favorable 
report on this bill, because of the expense entailed in restoring the ship, I intro- 
duced a second bill, H. R. 6352, calling upon the Navy Department to transport 
the vessel to Baltimore. 

The second bill, H. R. 6352, also received an unfavorable report on December 
23, 1953. Several reasons were given. The expense to prepare the ship for dock- 
ing in a floating i Sates and to actually dock the ship therein, would cost an 
estimated $17,825. Further, the estimate of the cost to tow the ship to Baltimore 
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would be $12,000, and that such a tow would be a hazardous operation, with con- 
siderable risk that both the relic and drydock might be lost. 

Keeping in mind the figure of some $29,825, involved in transporting the ship to 
Baltimore, as quoted by the Under Secretary of the Navy, let’s consider the 
money the Navy Department spends annually for the maintenance of the Con- 
stellation, some $46,000. Enactment of H. R. 6352 would have resulted in con- 
siderable savings to the Navy. 

With reference to the dangers of loss of the vessel at sea during its trip to 

faltimore, Mr. Leonard F. Cusching, of the Boston Naval Yard, who is consid- 
ered the foremost authority of the Constellation in the country today, has in- 
formed me that such danger would be remote. 

As a result of hearings held by the House Armed Services Committee, the bill, 
H. R. 8247, which is being considered today, was drafted. This bill contains 
essentially the same provisions as H. R. 6352. 

In view of the testimony presented here today and the assurances from the 
Save the Constellation Committee that funds will be raised to restore the Con- 
stellation, I respectfully urge that the members of this committee favorably report 
H. R. 8247. Enactment of this legislation will assure the return to Baltimore 
of this historic vessel to be preserved as a national patriotic shrine and an 
inspiration to all American citizens. 


Senator Fianpers. Representative Boykin. 


STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK W. BOYKIN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE FIRST DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 


Mr. Boyxry. Mr. Chairman, this bill passed the Armed Services 
Committee of the House without a dissenting vote, and I do have a 
great man here who can present it so much better than I can, and he 
is from Mobile, where we have the American Legion and other or- 
ganizations who are interested in this legislation, and I would like 
to present the Honorable James Donaghey, if you will let him talk 
for a while. 

Senator FLanpers. What is his name? 

Mr. Boykin. Donaghey. He is James Donaghey; he is head of 
the Knights of Columbus, of Mobile, and we also have the representa- 
tives of the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus here with 
us, and we have every organization with us. This is the man I wish 
to present, Senator. The House meets at 11, too. 

Senator Fianpers. All right, Mr. Donaghey, will you give your 
name and connection, so that we can get it into the record ? 


STATEMENT OF JAMES B. DONAGHEY, MOBILE, ALA. 


Mr. Donacuey. Honorable Chairman and honorable members of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, I am James D. Donaghey, 
owner and operator of a plumbing, heating and air conditioning 
company of Mobile, Ala. I am Grand Knight of Mobile Council 
666, Knights of Columbus, Mobile, Ala. I am grateful for this op- 
portunity to appear before this honorable committee as a representa- 
tive of the 900,000 members of the Knights of Columbus, a patriotic 
organization. I am here in the interest of saving and the restora- 
tion of the U. S. S. Hartford, flagship of Adm. David G. Farragut 
in the Civil War, and preserving it as a patriotic shrine for all Amer- 
icans, and in the interest of national patriotism to show all the world 
that we are a united people. 

This is an extremely significant gesture on the part of the people 
of the Deep South and has a priceless value as proof to the forces of 
communism and our enemies of the love of all Americans for this 
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great country of ours. We know that our enemies seize upon any 
opportunity to create strife within our ranks, and having this vessel 
as a monument of good will to the once divided North and South is 
cheap at any price. 

I am going to bring the facts out in my testimony here today to 
substantiate these factual claims and, after hearing the facts, I sin- 
cerely believe that the honorable gentlemen of this committee will 
agree with us, without any reservation whatsoever, that the Hartford 
should be preserved, fully restored, and permanently moored at 
Mobile, Ala. To preface my remarks, I wish to impress upon you 
gentlemen that this can be achieved without cost to our Government 
through a self-liquidating proposition which will also be presented 
for your consideration. 

It is our belief from informaticn at hand that a majority of our 
people as well as a majority of the Members of Congress would like 
to see this vessel saved and restored. The American Legion have 
joined with us in this effect. The Veterans of the Spanish ‘American 
War went on record by adopting a resolution at their national con- 
vention in 1952 giving their support and approval to the project. We 
understand also that now the people of the State of Connecticut are 
seeking the saving of this vessel and are proposing to ask this hon- 
ored committee to award to them the custody of same. May I say at 
this point the Knights of Columbus, and I am sure the American 
Legion and Spanish American War Veterans concur, that we are 
dee »ply appreciative of the interest now shown by the patriotic citizens 
of Connecticut in the saving and restoration of the Hartford; how- 
ever, I ask that this honored committee give consideration to the fact 
that this project originated at Mobile, Ala. 

Consideration also to the fact that the vessel is historical because 
of the Battle of Mobile Bay, and that all things being equal, that 
Mobile, Ala., be determined by this committee as the proper and final 
resting place of the historical U.S.S. Hartford. As all seem to agree 
that the saving and restoration of the Hartford should be accom 
plished, the main stumbling block in the path of final approval 
this project is the tremendous cost figures which have been prepared. 
These figures are now slrown to amount to $1,950,000 for restoration 
and $56,000 for annual maintenance. Under date of September 29, 
1952, the cost of restoration was quoted at $1,030,000 by the Honorabl; 
Francis P. Whitehair, Acting Secretary of the Navy. I should like 
to introduce copies of this letter at this time as exhibit A. With the 
idea of ascertaining first-hand information as to the present ee 
tion of the Hartford, I have through the courtesy of Adm. Logan 
McKee been permitted to board and observe the actual condition of 
the vessel. I am of the opinion, after making this examination and 
knowing that shipyards are now seeking business to a greater extent 
than they were at Jon time previous figures - re tabulated, that this 
cost will now be at a much lower figure. We believe. too, the above 
quoted figures ser many items of heavy expense which can be 
eliminated when consideration is given to the fact that we are only 
asking that the U. S. S. Hartford be restored only to put it in such 
shape as to make it safe and attractive for exhibition purposes. We 
are of the opinion that this can be accomplished by an expenditure 
of not more than $1 million in addition to those funds already ap 
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proved by the Armed Services Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

I should like to introduce as exhibit AA a cost estimate prepared 
March 22, 1951, by the United States Navy Yard at Norfolk, Va., and 
with your kind permission read into the record the specifications as 
prepared at that time, as they coincide more closely with the use 
that the vessel will be put to, viz, safe and attractive for exhibition 
purposes. 

From my examination of the Hartford, I believe the major ex- 
expense would be to recondition the hull and I am also of the opinion 
that the part of the hull above the waterline is in worse condition than 
the part below the waterline, due to dry rot which has taken place 
over the long period of time without proper funds to prevent same. 
And while I have seen the condition of leakage through the hull 
below the waterline, it is a known fact that these leaks could be 
coming from several of many places. This can only be ascertained by 
the placing of the vessel on a drydock and then making a thorough 
probing examination of the hull. It may be very possible after such 
an examination that the $310,500 estimate submitted as exhibit AA 
would cover the expense. However, we firmly believe that the work 
on the hull and other items of expense, such as the replacing of the 
masts, a thorough cleaning and painting, wiring, and repairs to the 
top decking, are the major items, and with the other incidentals would 
come under the top cost of $1 million with the chances that this 
figure would be escalated downward in its final analysis. I hope that 
these facts showing an anticipated cost of less than one-half the 
original figure of $1,950,000 will cause this committee to look favor- 
ably on this project, especially since we are also presenting to you 
a pl: in for the repayment of the cost as well as one that will make ‘the 
project a self-liquidating one. 

As T have said, we are going to present facts to prove that all of the 
above can be accomplished without expense to the Government. As 
such evidence I should like to introduce as exhibit B our plan to 
finance this program. I do not wish to impose upon the patience of 
this committee by asking for the privilege of aes this proposed 
plan. Briefly, this plan involves havi ing the U.S.S. Hartford berthed 
at Mobile, Ala., in Mobile Bay, at the site of a new State-owned park 
and recreation center within 100 yards of the main highway into 
Mobile, Ala., Highway 90, in full view of 6 million people per year 
that pass this spot. 

Gray Line Tours, Inc., estimate conservatively that at least 40 
percent of this total (6 million) would be tourists or those living in 
other parts of the country (not commuters), which would mean a 
potential minimum admissions of 2,400,000. 

Figuring admission charges of 25 cents for adults and 10 cents for 
children, the average admission charge would be 17 cents. Figuring 
minimum admissions of 2,400,000 times 17 cents w ould mean a mini- 
mum annual revenue from admissions alone of $408,000. Thus, over 
a period of 5 years, there would be a total revenue from admissions 
of $2,040,000. At the end of 10 years, the total revenue from these 
minimum admissions would be a minimum of $4,080,000, without even 
figuring the normal increase in the number of tourists. 

Competent engineers estimate that within 5 more years, or by 1959 
there will be an increase of another 1 million cars per year over this 
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route—at 214 per car would be another 2,500,000 persons. Figuring 
again that 40 percent minimum would be tourists, that would mean 
another 1.million possible additional admissions. So, actually, for 
the Sees 5 years, using the normal increased figure of 3,400,000 
(2,400,000 plus 1,000,000) times 17 cents average admission charge 
would mean, for the second 5 years, total minimum revenue from 
admissions of $578,000, or for the 5 years, total minimum revenue from 
admissions of $2,890,000, which, added to the $2,040,000 for the first 
5 years, would give minimum revenue from admissions of $4,930,000. 
This is figuring the minimum estimate of Gray Line Tours, Inc., 
without figuring any revenue from the sale of souvenirs, pamphlets, 
and so forth. 

While the probable maintenance cost and overhead (insurance, ete. ) 
would not exceed $25,000 per year, we feel certain that by no stretch 
of the imagination could this cost exceed $60,000 per year, or a maxi- 
mum of $600,000 over the 10-year period, and again figuring maximum 
cost of restoration of $1 million, the entire cost for 10 years could not 
possibly exceed $1,600,000. 

Therefore, figuring minimum revenue from admissions of $4,930,000 
and maximum cost for maintenance, overhead, insurance, and so forth 
(including restoration of $1 million), that is, total expense of $1,600,- 
000, it would mean a net profit to the Government of $3,330,000 at the 
end of 10 years only. 

Even if only half of the estimated minimum revenue ($4,930,000) 
was realized, or $2,465,000, figuring maximum expense of $1,600,000, 
there would still be at least $865,000 profit to the Government at the 
end of the 10-year period. 

The funds accrued from this project could be used as the means of 
financing similar projects of this kind. We would like to point out 
that the place selected for the mooring of the Hartford is within 
one-half mile of an existing Navy baracks and it may be ponies that 
some way could be worked out whereby Navy personnel of those 
young men that are required to serve training time in the service 
could be designated for the care of the vessel, thus eliminating some of 
the expense of maintenance. 

I should like to introduce as exhibit C a copy of a letter from Gray 
Line Tours in which they show further proof from the standpoint of 
those interested in tourist business that our plan is not only practicable 
but very desirable. 

In conclusion, I ask that this honored committee report favorably 
on the bill being presented here today in behalf of the U. S. S. Hart- 
ford and that the committee amend the bill to allow and/or request 
that a sum not exceeding $1 million be appropriated by the Congress 
in addition to the funds already recommended by the Armed Services 
Committee of the House of Representatives for towing and mooring 
expense. This money or the necessary part thereof to be used for 
defraying the expense of renovating and restoring the U. S. S. Hart- 
ford to a safe and attractive condition for exhibition purposes and 
that the United States Treasury be reimbursed by the plan as 
prese snted. 

In the name of our order and all our friends of this project, I 
express thanks and appreciation for this great privilege of appearing 
here today. 
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Senator FLanvers. I would like to say for myself, as the grandson 
of a man who fought in the Battle of Gettysburg on the side of the 
North, that I think this is a wonderful idea that you folks have down 
there, of taking this northern ship and making a shrine of it. Itisa 
magnificent idea, and I do not believe there will be a single voice 
raised against it. 

Senator Stennis. Mr. Chairman, we want to especially thank you 
for that fine statement. I am from a neighboring State of Alabama, 
and I join wholeheartedly with them in ‘the sentiments they express 
here today. 

Senator Franpers. I wonder if you would not want to rest your case 
with the printed record, and accept such felicitations as the acting 
chairman is able to give you, and promises of support ? 

Mr. Donaguery. Mr. Chairman, may I say in the name of our order, 
and those that I represent, I deeply appreciate that statement, and I 
am happy to rest our case and not take up the valuable time of this 
honored committee. 

We are indeed grateful for the privilege of having an opportunity 
to appear before you, and we wish to express our thanks and apprecia- 
tion to all that have been so kind and courteous, and so nice to us in 
this project. 

Thank you. 

(The supplementary statements presented by Mr. Donaghey follow :) 


Honorable Chairman and honorable members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, I am James B. Donaghey, owner and operator of a plumbing, heat- 
ing, and air conditioning company of Mobile, Ala. I am Grand Knight of Mobile 
Council 666, Knights of Columbus, Mobile, Ala. I am grateful for this oppor- 
tunity to appear before this honorable committee as a representative of the 
900,000 members of the Knights of Columbus, a patriotic organization. I am 
here in the interest of saving and the restoration of the U. S. S. Harford, flagship 
of Adm. David G. Farragut in the Civil War and preserving it as a patriotie 
shrine for all Americans and in the interest of national patriotism to show all 
the world that we are a united people. 

This is an extremely significant gesture on the part of the people of the deep 
South and has a priceless value as proof to the forces of communism and our 
enemies of the love of all Americans for this great country of ours. We know 
that our enemies seize upon any opportunity to create strife within our ranks, 
and having this vessel as a monument of good will to the once divided North and 
South is cheap at any price. 

I am going to bring the facts out in my testimony here today to substantiate 
these factual claims and, after hearing the facts, I sincerely believe that the 
honorable gentlemen of this committee will agree with us, without any reservation 
whatsoever, that the Hartford should be preserved, fully restored,’ and per- 
manently moored at Mobile, Ala. To preface my remarks, I wish to impress upon 
you gentlemen that this can be achieved without cost to our Government through 
a self-liquidating proposition which will also be presented for your consideration. 

It is our belief from information at hand that a majority of our people as well 
as a majority of the Members of Congress would like to see this vessel saved 
and restored. The American Legion have joined with us in this effort. The 
veterans of the Spanish-American War went on record by adopting a resolution 
at their national convention in 1952 giving their support and approval to the 
project. We understand also that now the people of the State of Connecticut are 
seeking the saving of this vessel and are proposing to ask fhis honored committee 
to award to them the custody of same. May I say at this point the Knights of 
Columbus and I am sure the American Legion concurs that we are deeply appre- 
ciative of the interest now shown by the patriotic citizens of Connecticut in 
the saving and restoration of the Hartford, however, I ask that this honored 
committee give consideration to the fact that this project originated at Mobile, 
Ala. Consideration also to the fact that the vessel is historical because of the 
Battle of Mobile Bay, and that, all things being equal, Mobile, Ala., be determined 
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by this committee as the proper and final resting place of the historical U. S. S. 
Hartford. As all seem to agree that the saving and restoration of the Hartford 
should be accomplished, the main stumbling block in the path of final approval 
of this project is the tremendous cost figures which have been prepared. These 
figures are now shown to amount to $1,950,000 for restoration and $56,000 for 
annual maintenance. Under date of September 29, 1952, the cost of restoration 
was quoted at $1,030,000 by Hon. Francis P. Whitehair, Acting Secretary of the 
Navy. I should like to introduce copies of this letter at this time as exhibit A. 
With the idea of ascertaining firsthand information as to the present condition 
of the Hartford I have through the courtesy of Adm. Logan McKee been per- 
mitted to board and observe the actual conditions of the vessel. 

I am of the opinion, after making this examination and knowing that shipyards 
“ure now seeking business to a greater extent than they were at the time previous 
figures were tabulated, that this cost will now be at a much lower figure. We 
believe, too, the above-quoted figures include many items of heavy expense which 
can be eliminated when consideration is given to the fact that we are only asking 
that the U. S. S. Hartford be restored only to put it in such shape as to make it 
safe and attractive for exhibition purposes. We are of the opinion that this 
can be accomplished by an expenditure of not more than $1 million in addition 
to those funds already approved by the Armed Services Committee of the 
House of Representatives. 

I should like to introduce as exhibit AA cost estimate prepared March 22, 1951, 
by the United States Navy Yard at Norfolk, Va., and, with your kind permission 
read into the record the specifications as prepared at that time as they coincide 
more closely with the use that the vessel will be put to, viz: safe and attractive 
for exhibition purposes 

From my examination of the Hartford I believe the major expense would be 
to recondition the hull and I am also of the opinion that the part of the hull 
above the waterline is in worse condition than the part below the waterline due 
to dry rot which has taken place over the long period of time without proper 
funds to prevent same. And while I have seen the condition of leakage through 
the hull below the waterline, it is a known fact that these leaks could be coming 
from several or many places. This can only be ascertained by the placing of 
the vessel on a drydock and then making a thorough probing eXamination of the 
hull. It may be very possible after such an examination that the $310,500 esti 
mate submitted as exhibit AA would cover the expense. However, we firmly 
believe that the work on the hull and other items of expense such as the replacing 
of the masts, a thorough cleaning and painting, wiring and repairs to the top deck- 
ing, are the major items and with the other incidentals would come under the top 
cost of $1 million with the chances that this figure would be escalated downward 
in its final analysis. I hope that these facts showing an anticipated cost of less 
than one-half the original figure of $1,950,000 will cause this committee to look 
favorably on this project especially since we are also presenting to you a plan 
for the repayment of the cost as well as one that will make the project a self 
liquidating one 

As I have said we are going to present facts to prove that all of the above 
can be accomplished without expense to the Government. As such evidence I 
should like to intreduce as exhibit B our plan to finance this program. I do not 
wish to impose upon the patience of this committee by asking for the privilege 
of reading this proposed plan. Briefly, this plan involves having the U. S. 8S 
Hartford berthed at Mobile, Ala., in Mobile Bay at the site of a new State 
owned park and recreation center within 100 yards of the main highway into 
Mobile, Ala., Highway 90, in full view of 6 million people per year that pass this 
spot. 

Gray Line Tours, Inc., estimate conservatively that at least 40 percent of 
this total (6 million) would be tourists of those living in other parts of the coun 
try (not commuters), which would mean a potential minimum admissions of 
$2,400,000. 

Figuring admission charges of 25 cents for adults and 10 cents for children, the 
average admission charge would be 17 cents. Figuring minimum admissions 
of 2.400.000 17 cents would mean a minimum annual revenue from admissions 
alone of $408,000. Thus, over a period of 5 years there would be a total revenue 
from admissions of $2,040,000. At the end of 10 years, the total revenue from 
these minimum admissions would be a minimum of $4,080,000 without even figur 
ing the normal increase in the number of tourists. 

Competent engineers estimate that within 5 more years, or by 1959, there will 
be an increase of another 1 million cars per year over this route at 214 per car 





30 HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 


would be another 2,500,000 persons. Figuring again that 40 percent minimum 
would be tourists, that would mean another 1 million possible additional ad- 
missions. So actually, for the second 5 years, using the normal increased figure 
of 3,400,000 (2,400,000 plus 1,000,000) X17 cents average admission charge would 
mean, for the second 5 years, total minimum revenue from admissions of $578,000 
or, for the 5 years, total minimum revenue from admission of $2,890,000 which, 
added to the $2,040,000 for the first 5 years would give minimum revenue from 
admissions of $4,930,000. This is figuring the minimum estimate of Gray Line 
Tours, Inc., without figuring any revenue from the sale of souvenirs, pamphlets, 
and so forth. 

While the probable maintenance cost and overhead (insurance, etc.) would not 
exceed $25,000 per year, we feel certain that by no stretch of the imagination 
could this cost exceed $60,000 per year, or a maximum of $600,000 over the 10-year 
period, and again figuring maximum cost of restoration of $1 million. The entire 
cost for 10 years could not possibly exceed $1,600,000. 

Therefore, figuring minimum revenue from admissions of $4,930,000 and 
maximum cost for maintenance, overhead, insurance, ete. (including restoration 
of $1 million), that is, total expense of $1,600,000, it would mean a net profit to the 
Government of $3,330,000 at the end of only 10 years. 

Even if only half of the estimate minimum revenue ($4,930,000) was realized, 
or $2,465,000, figuring maximum expense of $1,600,000, there would still be at 
least $865,000 profit to the Government at the end of the 10-year period. 

The funds accrued from this project could be used as the means of financing 
similar projects of this kind. We would like to point out that the place selected 


for the mooring of the Hartford is within one-half mile of an existing Navy’ 


barracks and it may be possible that some way could be worked out whereby 
Navy personnel of those young men that are required to serve training time in 
the service could be designated for the care of the vessel, thus eliminating some 
of the expense of maintenance. 

I should like to introduce as exhibit C a copy of letter from Gray Line Tours 
in which they show further proof from the standpoint of those interesied in 
tourist business that our plan is not only practicable but very desirable. 

In conclusion I ask that this honored committee report favorably on the bill 
being presented here today in behalf of the U. S. 8S. Hartford and that the commit- 
tee amend the bill to allow and/or request that a sum not exceeding $1 million be 
appropriated by the Congress in addition to the funds already recommended by 
the Armed Services Committee of the House of Representatives for towing and 
mooring expense. This money or the necessary part thereof to be used for 
defraying the expense of renovating and restoring the U. S. S. Hartford to a 
safe and attractive condition for exhibition purposes, and that the United States 
Treasury be reimbursed by the plan as presented. 

In the name of our order and all our friends of this project I express thanks 
and appreciation for this great privilege of appearing here today. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES B. DONAGHEY, 
Grand Knight, Mobile Council 666, Knights of Columbus. 


Exnuisit A 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., September 29, 1952. 
Hon. JoHN J. SPARKMAN, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My DerAR SENATOR SPARKMAN: This is in response to your memoranda of 
August 30 and September 4, 1992, both of which related to Admiral Farragut’s 
old flagship Hartford which is still berthed at the United States Naval Shipyard, 
Norfolk, Va. 

The Department of the Navy has been in receipt of many requests for the 
donation of the Hartford to the public. Without exception, all of the interested 
parties have been unable to take further action when faced with the necessity, if 
a transfer of the ship could have been made possible, of raising the necessary 
funds for restoration and towage, estimated to be $1,030,000. 

H. R. 7812 was introduced in the 82d Congress and is now under consideration 
by the Armed Services Committee. 

This bill provides that the future status of the Olympia, the Hartford, and 
the other old relics be firmly established. If it is determined by the Congress 
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210 | Work required to place vessel in condition for berthing alongside 
| pier for approx. 10 years. 


| Mull and Deck-house Repairs; Place vessel in dry-dock and make 
the following repairs: 


Remove all copper sheathing on under-weter hull, replace all 
planking which is at all deteriorated, renew inside ceiling 

| where rotten and where any frames are found bad, install sister 
| patch main keel and rolling keels where necessary); renew 

side planking above water where deteriorated; renew gim port 


_inelosuress recaulk under-water planking and sheath with oopper 
as previously sheatheds overhaul all doors and windows in deok 
house inclosure, air ports, ventilation openings and any other 

| emcee in deck-house structure, repair to make weather tight; 
renew canvas and tar paper roofing on top of deck house; close 
up and make weather tight any other openings found in the top 
side structure but not mentioned above. Paint exterior surfaces 
down to copper sheathing with two (2) coats of paint. 
































ESTIMATE NO: | ESTIMATOR: 2755 ] CHECKED BY | FUNDS CONTROL 
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LABOR: ~) MATERIAL: TOTAL TOTAL MANDAYS: DAYS REQD 
719,000. 81,500. 310,500, 120 

JOB ORDER APPROVED: ] WORK COMPLETED WORK SATISFACTORY: 
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that these ships be sold or scrapped, any parts of historical interest may be re- 
moved from them prior to sale or scrapping and retained by the Department of 
the Navy or, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy, loaned or donated to 
such nonprofit historical or educational institutions as he may select. 

Pending Spee amperes action on the ultimate disposition of these ships, the 
Department of the Navy intends to retain the Hartford and the other naval 
relics in their present status and location. 

Mr. James B. Donaghey’s letter of August 17, 1952, and Mr. William V. Me- 
Dermott’s letter of August 25, 1952, with enclosures thereto are returned here- 
with as requested. 

Sincerely yours, 
Francis P. WHITEHAIR, 
Acting Secretary of the Navy. 
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ExHiBIT B 


MEMORANDUM ON PLAN TO FINANCE RESTORATION OF U.S. S. “HARTFORD,” FLAGSHIP 
oF ADM. DaviIp G. FARRAGUT 


A nationwide movement is presently under way to have the U. 8. S. Hartford, 
century-old flagship of Admiral Farragut, restored and preserved at Mobile, 
Ala., as a historical monument, as outlined in the attached memorandum. 

It is officially estimated that to completely restore to original condition and 
fully equip the vessel would cost nearly $2 million. 

To accomplish this restoration, the following plan is presented : 

1. The United States Congress authorize and direct the Navy Department to 
completely restore the U. S. 8S. Hartford and permanently preserve the vessel 
under Federal ownership at Mobile as a historical monument. 

2. The Congress appoint a properly constituted and representative nonsal- 
aried commission to assume permanent custody of the vessel at Mobile. 

3. The Congress permit this commission to charge admissions for people to 
visit the vessel, and further permit the commission to sell souvenirs, etc., of 
various kinds. 

4. The Congress direct that all proceeds from admissions and sales of souvenirs, 
etc., be delivered to the Treasury Department to reimburse the Navy Depart- 
ment for the expense of restoration and preservation of the vessel. 

This plan is entirely practicable and within a few years’ time the cost of the 
vessel’s restoration can be liquidated, after which the admission could be either 
discontinued or proceeds in excess of maintenance be used to restore other 
important naval relics. 

Facts and estimates substantiating the feasibility of this proposal are pre- 
sented as follows: 

First, the tremendous importance of the vessel and her commander and her 
value and appeal as a memorial are amply recited in the above-mentioned memo- 
randum covering the restoration program. 

Next, it is proposed that the vessel, after restoration, be permanently exhibited 
at a new State park which is being constructed on the Mobile Bay causeway. 
This causeway is reportedly the most-traveled section of U. S. Highway 90 
between the east and west coasts of the United States, and is also the eastern 
approach to Mobile for U. S. Highway 31. 

It is proposed to berth the vessel within 100 yards of the highway, easily ac- 
cessible to traffic. 

The Mobile Bay causeway is the immediate highway continuation of Bank- 
head Tunnel, which is a section of the principal Highway 90 route through 
Mobile. In 1952 some 3 million vehicles used this tube, of which number some 
2 million were private-passenger automobiles, excluding commuters. 

It is estimated by responsible travel experts that 40 percent of these 2 mil- 
lion cars would be tourists, of which 50 to 100 percent, depending on promotion 
and admission charge, would visit the Hartford. On this basis, 40 percent of 
the 2 million cars presently using the causeway would be 800,000. At the na- 
tional average of 2.7 occupants per car there would be some 2 million people 
involved. At 50 percent, the Hartford could anticipate some 1 million visitors 
per year. A reasonable admission charge of 35 cents for adults and 15 cents 
for children would average out 25 cents, which, at 1 million admissions, would 
produce $250,000. 

At 60 percent, there would be 1.2 million people and a revenue of $300,000: 
at 75 percent, 1.5 million people and $375,000; and at 100 percent, 2 million 
people and $500,000, 

Even at 25 percent the attendance would be 500,000, with a revenue of 
$125,000. 

To this revenue would be added income derived from the sale of such things 
as souvenirs and Hartford ship models and mode! kits, etc. It is reasonable to 
assume that the profit from such sales would be no less than 50 percent of 
the revenue from admissions. Therefore, the total profit on 50 percent tourist 
attendance would be (1) admissions, $250,00, plus (2) souvenir sales, $125,000, 
or a total of $375,000. As the attendance rate increases then, of course, the total 
revenue rate increases prooprtionately. 

Even on the basis of 25 percent attendance, the results would be (1) attend- 
ance, $125,000, plus (2) souvenir sales, $62,500, or a total of $187,500, 

It is quite obvious that, on the above basis, the cost of restoring the U. S. S. 
Hartford could easily be recovered within 10 years’ time. 
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It is important to note here that if the Bankhead Tunnel traffic continues to 
increase for the next 10 years at the same rate of increase over the past 10 years 
(and there is not the slightest reason to expect that the traffic will not continue 
to increase at the same rate), then by 1964 some 4 million passenger cars would 
use the facility per year. On the current basis, 40 percent would be 1.6 million 
tourist cars, which, at 2.7 occupants per car, would be 4,320,000 tourists from 
Which to attract visitors to the Hartford. 

At an average admission of 25 cents, the revenue potentials in 10 years would 
be approximately as follows: 


Revenues 


Percent Attendance " 
Admission Souvenirs Total 
50) 2, 000, 000 $500, 000 $250, 000 $750, 000 
60 2, 400, 000 600, 000 300, 000 900, 000 
7 3, 000, 000 750, 000 375, 000 1, 125, 000 
100 4, 000, 000 1, 000, 000 500, 000 1, 500, 000 


At the rate of 25 percent, the tourist visitors would number 1 million, with a 
revenue of $250,000, plus souvenir, etc., sales of $125,000, or a total revenue of 
$275,000. 

The above figures pertain only to the traffic which currently uses the Mobile 
Bay Causeway and represents the immediate ready-made tourist potential for 
the Hartford, berthed on that highway. In addition, some 5 million vehicles 
enter and leave Mobile via other United States highways annually, as estimated 
from traffic counts made along these highways at the fringes of the metropolitan 
Mobile area, and, therefore, exclude intercity traffic between the incorporated 
city and its suburbs. 

Approximately two-thirds of the total tunnel traffic consisted of passenger 
automobiles in 1952. If the same proportion applies to the 5 million vehicles 
which used the other highways, then some 3 million would be passenger cars. 
If 40 percent of these represented tourists, then 1.3 million would be tourist cars, 
and at the rate of 2.7 occupants per car there would be some 3.5 million tourists 
involved. 

This 3.5 million, added to the 2 million tourists estimated to travel via the 
Mobile Bay Causeway, would produce a total of 5.5 million tourists passing 
through the Mobile area in 1952. 

On the above basis, the visitor potentials to the Hartford becomes tremendous. 

Further, in 1953 some 500,000 out-of-city visitors came to the Mobile Azalea 
Trail and mardi gras festivities, and at the current rate, some 150,000 visitors 
will have toured Bellingrath Gardens this year, thus making a grand total of 
650,000 visitors to these three attractions in 1958. 

The mardi gras and Azalea Trail attractions historically occur simultaneously 
in the spring, while Bellingrath Gardens is a year-round attraction, but is most 
popular during the azd@lea season. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that 
potential Hartford visitors from these groups of tourists would almost all come 
in the springtime. 

With reference to the current potential visitors to the vessel, it is reliably 
estimated that 80 percent of the people of Mobile would visit the Hartford within 
a reasonable period of time. The 1950 population of Mobile was 129,000 within 
the incorporated limits, and 231,000 within the metropolitan area. Eighty per- 
cent of the present population, therefore, would be 100,000 and 185,000, respec- 
tively, local people who would visit the vessel one or more times. 

With respect to the future tourist potential at Mobile, mention has already 
been made of the Bankhead Tunnel traffic estimates, which indicate that if the 
tunnel traffic continues to increase at the present rate, in 10 years (1964) some 4 
million automobiles, excluding commuters, buses, trucks, ete., would use the 
facility, meaning that some 4 million passenger cars would pass the site of the 
Hartford moored within 100 yards of the highway at the Causeway Park. At 
the tourist rates indicated, this possibility increases the potential visitors to 
the vessel to 4 million people. 

The increase in traffic which uses the highways other than U. 8S. 31 and 90 
during the past 10 years has been approximately equal to the increase in tunnel 
traffic. If this overall traffic increase continues at the current rate then the 
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automobiles traveling via these other arteries would increase to 6 million by 
1964, of which 40 percent would be 2.4 million tourist vehicles, which, at the 
rate of 2.7 occupants per car, would produce approximately 6.5 million tourists. 

Added to the Bankhead Tunnel volume, the above would increase the total 
to some 11 million automobile tourists passing through the Mobile area annually 
in 10 years. 

The statistics covering the mardi gras, Azalea Trail, and Bellingrath Gardens 
visitors indicate that if the present rate of increase continues, in 10 years a 
million people will come to Mobile annually to see these attractions. 

It is estimated conservatively that the population of Mobile proper is expected 
to be 300,000 by 1970. Presumably the metropolitan area will enjoy a similar 
increase, to 500,000, by 1970. At the rate of 80 percent indicated, some 240,000 
city residents, and 400,000 area residents, would become potential Hartford 
visitors at that time. 

With the addition of the U. S. 8S. Hartford, the Mobile area could become one 
of the greatest Civil War historical areas in America and this alone would 
account for a substantial general increase in tourist visitors to Mobile. 

Civil War attractions at Mobile today are such important and interesting 
sites as the home and burial place of Adm. Raphael Semmes, commander of the 
C. S. S. Alabama and only military figure in American history to become both 
an admiral and general; grave of Father Abram Ryan, poet-priest of the Con- 
federacy ; Fort Morgan, of Battle of Mobile Bay fame; Fort Gaines, an important 
bay battle establishment and later headquarters of Admiral Farragut; Spanish 
Fort batteries; the headquarters on Government Street in Mobile of the Union 
Army, and other historical Civil War landmarks. 

An attempt has been made to obtain some idea of the tourist reaction to sim- 
ilar established attractions in the United States. However, it has not been 
possible to identify any such exhibits which would, individually, enjoy all the 
advantages of the proposed Hartford exhibit, such as national historical value, 
year-round visiting conditions, immediate on-the-road accessibility, direct and 
readymade tourist potential, etc., but there has been obtained some data with 
respect to certain historical exhibits, as follows: 


Exhibit Location 1952 visitors 
Cabildo Museum New Orleans, La 760, 000 
St. Louis Cathedral do 550 000 
Yorktown, Pa Pennsylvania 544, 000 
Civil War Park Vicksburg, Miss 365, 000 
Fort McHenry Baltimore, Md 317, 000 
U.S. 8. Teras Houston, Tex 260, 000 
Gettysburg, Pa Pennsylvania. _. 251, 000 
U.S. S. Constitution Boston, Mass : 250, 000 
Lee Mansion Virginia. 210, 000 


The historical memorials which most logically would compare with the pro- 
posed Hartford memorial would be the U. 8S. S. Constitution, the U. S. S. Tewvas 
and the Civil War Park at Vicksburg. a 

The 250,000 visitors to the U. S. S. Constitution represented 25 percent of the 
1 million visitors to Boston last year. However, an estimated 50 percent of 
the Mobile tourists would visit the Hartford because of the immediate acces- 
sibility of the vessel to those tourists, whereas the U. S. 8. Constitution does not 
enjoy such accessibility at Boston, nor is the number of visitors to Boston an- 
nually nearly as large. 

In regard to the U. S. 8S. Tewas, there are no figures available concerning the 
annual tourist traffic at Houston, or the percentage of tourists who visit the 
vessel. However, it is reported that the vessel is not located at a site which 
would be easily accessible to tourist traffic, which indicates that the 260,000 
annual visitors to the U. S. 8. Tevas represents only a small portion of the Hous- 
ton tourist traffic, whereas were the vessel more accessibly situated the tourist 
reaction would be considerably greater. 

In regard to the Civil War Park at Vicksburg, here again it is reported that 
this exhibit is not so easily accessible to passing tourist traffic, and therefore, 
the number of such visitors is considerably less than would be the case were 
the memorial more accessible. 

In each of the above instances it is significant that tourists have to go out 
of the way to visit the exhibits, whereas at Mobile the proposed Hartford mie- 
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morial would be on the principal east-west tourist lane and there would be no 
time lost or inconvenience incurred by tourists visiting the ship. 

It is quite obvious that the proposed Hartford memorial would have tremen- 
dously more appeal than the shrines listed above, and this factor, together with 
the quick accessibility to a tremendous volume of current tourist traffic, imme 
diately indicates that the annual visitors to the Hartford would be immense in 
number. 

In view of the facts rendered above, it is completely inconceivable that such 
a plan to finance the restoration of the U. S. S. Hartford would be anything but 
tremendously successful. 


SUMMARY 


In brief, following are facts and estimates on which the possible 1-year re 
sults under existing conditions indicated are based: 


I, Facts 


1. Bankhead Tunnel: Used by 3 million vehicles per year, of which 2 million 
are private passenger Cars. 
2. Other highways: Used by 5 million vehicles per year. 
3. Azalea Trail-Mardi Gras: Attract 500,000 visitors per year. 
4. Bellingrath Gardens: Attract 150,000 visitors per year. 
5. Mobile population: 1950 census indicates 231,000 metropolitan population. 


II. Estimates 


1. Bankhead Tunnel: Two-thirds of traffic represents some 2 million passenger 
ears, of which 40 percent, or 80,000 are tourist, which at the rate of 2.7 occu- 
pants per car would be 2 million tourists, of whom 50 percent, or 1 million, would 
visit the vessel. 

2. Other highways: At known tunnel ratios, two-thirds of the traffic on the 
other highways would be 3,500,000 cars, of which 40 percent, or 1,300,000, would 
be tourists, which at rate of 2.7 per car would be 3,500,000 occupants, of whom 50 
percent, or 1,750,000 would visit the Hartford. 

3. Azalea Trail—Mardi Gras: These known visitors would all come within 
the total tourists estimated above, and are listed merely to confirm the heavy 
volume of “stopping” tourists indicated. 

4. Bellingrath Gardens: The same situation prevails here as with respect to 
the Azalea Trail—Mardi Gras visitors. 

5. Mobile population: It is indicated that 80 percent of the metropolitan 
Mobile population of 231,000, or 185,000, would visit the vessel within a reason 
able period of time. Therefore, on basis of 25 percent per year 45,000 visitors to 
the Hartford would accrue from this source. 


III. Results 


Admissions Revenue 
A. Admissions and revenue therefrom 
1, Bankhead Tunnel (Mobile Bay Causeway 1, 000, 000 $250, 000 
2. Other highways 1, 750, 000 437, 000 
3. Azalea Trail-Mardi Gras 
4. Bellingrath Gardens 
5. Mobile metropolitan population 45, 000 11, 250 
Total revenue from admissions 2, 795, 000 698, 750 
B. Sales of souvenirs, etc.: This figure estimated to produce a profit equal to 
50 percent of the admissions revenue 349, 375 
Total revenue—ad missions and sales 1, 048, 125 


It is significant to note that even on the basis of 25 percent tourist reaction and 
40 percent population attendance (both one-half of above estimate), which are 
percentages far below those anticipated by reliable tourist and travel interests, 
and which certainly would be realized without a doubt, the total results would 
be some 1,400,000 visitors and $525,000 revenue in a year’s time. 
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In support of the various facts, figures and estimates rendered above, there are 

attached hereto the following memoranda and documents : 

Photostat of 1952 Bankhead Tunnel operating statement. 

Statement of Bankhead Tunnel results 1942-52. 

Graph reflecting 1942-52 Bankhead Tunnel results and indicated 1953-64 trattic 
results. 

1952 total highway traffic at Mobile, Ala. 

Letter from Greater America Tours, Mobile, Ala., indicating tourist reaction to 
U.S. S. Hartford memorial 

Mobile Real Estate Association description of Mobile and population—present 
and future. 

Memorandum reflecting attendance at Azalea Trail-Mardi Gras and Bellingrath 
Gardens attractions. 

Statement reflecting estimated revenue to vessel from admissions at various 
rates of attendance 

Map showing location of Mobile Bay Causeway and vessel memorial. 


Bankhead Tunnel traffic statistics, 1942 to 1953 


, Passenger Regular an 
“~T . 5 Other Tots 
Yea cars commuters " otal 





1942 531, 936 195, 239 

1943 1, 334, 999 

1944 l, 488, 795 

1945 466, 529 2 

1946 i, 776 421, 679 1 

1947 1, , 902 411, 800 367, 120 1 

1948 1, , 436 498, 362 396, 354 2, 

1949 ‘ y 464, 068 418, 102 2, 
1950 1, 530, 271 441, 075 $30, 145 2, 401, 491 
1951 1, 703, 252 458, 784 442, 574 2, 604, 612 
1952 1, 996, 584 511, 013 473, 924 2, 981, 521 
1953 | 


Note.— Regular communters during World War II years were greater in volume than in succeeding years 
due to shipbuilding activities at the Alabama Dry Dock & Shipbuilding Co., accessible mainly via 
Bankhead Tunnel. 





EXPLANATIONS OF TRAFFIC TYPES 


Passenger cars: Private passenger cars and taxicabs 

Regular commuters: Passenger cars to Al 1a Dry Dock and monthly commuter tickets redeemed 

Other: Station wagons, trailers, tract ckers, ambulances, house trailers, motorcycles, buses, trucks, 
etc., including Armed Forces in uniform, highway patrol, etc 
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The city of Mobile is located on Mobile Bay where the Mobile River and the 
Tombigbee-Warrior, Alabama-Coosa Delta begins. Mobile was discovered in 
1519, settled in 1702, and incorporated in 1814 with a population of approximately 
1,500 people. The 1950 census showed a population of 129,009 for the incorpor- 
ated city, and 231,105 for the metropolitan area. 

Mobile is so situated geographically as to have an almost unlimited trade 
territory There are over 250 industries here, employing 32,100 people with 
an annual production in excess of $200 million. Some of the most important 
industries are the paper mills, naval stores, Aluminum Co. of America which 
processes the bauxite ore brought in from South America, ship supplies, food 
products, bananas, cotton, cement and lime products, ete. 

Reconversion of Mobile’s port operation is well underway, and a substantial 
part of the prewar services enjoyed by this port have already been restored. 
About 1,600 vessels enter the port each year. There are 50 steamship com- 
panies in Mobile. 

Servicing Mobile are 6 principal highway arteries, 4 railroad systems, 16 
freight truck lines, 4 major airlines, 6 bus lines, and several ship lines. Pedes- 
trian bus transportation is ample and services the city and outlying suburbs. 

The city of Mobile schoc] system is above average for a city of this size. Mobile 
has three colleges, Spring Hill College, University of Alabama Mobile Center, 
and State Teachers College for Colored, all being fully accredited schools. 

Mobile’s climate is extremely mild with a temperature dropping below the 
freezing point only about a dozen times a year. The prevailing winds are south- 
erly, and the average yearly rainfall is 61.40 inches, being the highest in the 
United States. 
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Tourist attractions are numerous and consist of the annual Azalea Trail, 
Bellingrath Gardens, the Mardi Gras, outdoor sports activities such as deep- 
sea fishing, hunting, and the annual Deep-Sea Fishing Rodeo. The annual 
Senior Bow] football game is a Mobile attraction 

The city of Mobile at the present time has 5 hospitals, 1 being an exclusive all- 
colored unit 

The city of Mobile Fire Department and Police Department are sufficient in 
strength of men and equipment to properly handle any emergencies. 

The water supply of the city of Mobile is city owned and self-supporting and is 
more than ample to supply this entire area with more than 100 million gallons 
daily in a new industrial water storage system. With the population of Mobile 
estimated to reach 800,000 by 1970 this new water supply will guarantee sufficient 
water to meet all industrial and domestic needs, even in droughts. Other utilities 
are ample to service this area, 

The four major banking institutions are listed below showing the resources 
of each 


American National Bank & Trust Co $22, ‘760, 680 
First National Bank of Mobile 82, 922, 048 
Loop National Bank of Mobile 4, 663, 396 
Merchants National Bank of Mobile oe 99, 318, 357 
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Azalea Trail-Mardi Gras and Bellingrath Gardens, out of town visitors, 1948 
through 1953 


Azalea Trail Azalea Trail- 
, Mardi Gras Bellineratl | Mardi Gras Bellingrat! 
Year (simultane- eels - ; Year simultane- Tieeidnded” 
ous attra shah ous attrac- iardens 
tions tions 
1948 50. 000 72, 000 1951 300, 000 100, 000 
1949_ 100, OOK 89, 000 1952 500, 000 100, 000 
1950. . ’ 00, 000 94.000 195 500, 000 50, 000 
NOTE 1953 figures for Bellingrath Gardens estimated on basis of having passed 100,000 : June 1953 





EXxHisit C 
Gray Line Tours, INC., 
Mobile, Ala., July 17, 1953. 
Mr. JOHN KERN, 
Waterman Steamship Corp., 
Mobile, Ala. 

DEAR Mr. KERN: I am glad to have your letter of July 13 regards Admiral 
Farragut’s flagship, the U. 8. 8S. Hartford. 

I hope that you will be successful in getting the Government to restore this ship 
and bring it to Mobile for permanent location as I feel sure that it would be a 
tourist attraction. 

As we bring the tourist to Mobile daily the year round, we are in a better 
position than anyone in Mobile to give you facts and figures on the possibilities 
of the tourist trade. 

First, one has to know who is a tourist and we found that out several years 
ago from experience. Next, what does the tourist want to see? We also found 
that out. Next, where do the majority of your people come from regularly? 
And, of course, we found that out. 

From the figures you have furnished on the Bankhead Tunnel, I would con- 
servatively say that 40 percent of the private passenger cars that are shown on 
this list would be bona fide tourists or someone who lives in some other part of 
the country. The national travel figures on passenger occupancy per five-passen- 
ger vehicle is estimated at 24% passengers per vehicle. 

I feel that if the Hartford could be anchored at the new State park on the 
causeway and it be made easily accessible to the automobile tourist and that 
it be advertised with the appropriate billboards for at least 25 miles before one 
reaches the location, it should be a successful tourist attraction provided the 
price of admission will be low enough that a man would not hesitate to take 
his whole family on the ship. 

Since we have been in the sightseeing business in Mobile, we have handled in 
our own hands over 50,000 people on the tours of the city of Mobile and to the 
Bellingrath Gardens. We know that we have brought the majority of these 
people to Mobile because they have a ticket which they bought in other parts of 
the United States and we know that we have not started vet as far as handling a 
large volume of tourists in Mobile daily the year round. 

Anytime I can be of help in the way of information, do not hesitate to call 
on me. 

Sincerely yours, 
Irvin C, LANGFORD, President. 





ExuHisit D 


MEMORANDUM ON PROGRAM To PRESERVE THE SHIP THAT PRESERVED AMERICA, 
U. S. S. “Harrrorp”’, 94-YEAR-OLp FLAGSHIP oF OvuR First ADMIRAL, Davip G. 
FARRAGUT 

FOREW ORD 


A movement is presently under way to save from destruction and have restored 
and permanently preserved the famous Civil War flagship of Adm. David G. 
Farragut, the 94-year-old U. 8S. S. Hartford, one of the most important his- 
torical relics in the United States. 
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The movement follows a recent announcement from Washington that the Navy 
is seeking authority from the Congress to dispose of the vessel by scrapping. 

This vessel's fame and historical value is second to none, and it is of the utmost 
importance that the Hartford be permanently preserved as an inspiration to 
patriotic Americans. The vessel played a tremendously important part in pre- 
venting foreign powers from actively entering the Civil War and was an in- 
dispensable instrument in keeping America united and safe from selfish outside 
interests. 

The movement embraces a proposal to have the Hartford preserved at Mobile, 
scene of the most famous naval engagement in the Civil War and site of her own 
most important action as flagship in which Admiral Farragut lead his forces 
through heavy bombardment of three forts and exploding mines in the bay with 
the historymaking command “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead !” 

The restoration of this ship was a personal ambition and subsequent project 
of the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and its completion was deferred 
only by the national defense needs of the Navy in World War II. 

Attached is a memorandum containing historical data citing the tremendously 
important part the U. S. S. Hartford has played in America’s history and infor- 
mation concerning the restoration movement to date. The historical facts pre- 
sented in the memorandum are confirmed by our country’s foremost authority 
on the subject today. 

For convenient reference the memorandum is divided into several sections, as 
follows: (1) History of 1952 movement, (2) history of previous restorations, (3) 
brief description and history of the vessel, (4) reasons for the 1952 movement, 
(5) reasons for placing the vessel at Mobile, (6) Admiral Farragut’s accomplish- 
ments and far-reaching significance, and (7) conclusions. 

After restoration it has been suggested that the vessel tour United States 
ports in the interest of good will, patriotism, and possibly naval recruitment, 
following which she be directed to Mobile for preservation as a historical relic. 

(1) On May 12, 1952, a bill was introduced in the 82d Congress to authorize 
the Navy Department to dispose of the U. S. S. Hartford, 94-year-old flagship of 
Adm. David G. Farragut. The legislation would permit the Navy to scrap the 
famous old full-rigged warship. 

A few weeks later an editorial appeared in the Mobile Register commenting 
on the proposal. 

Following the newspaper report patriotic interests in Mobile instituted a 
movement to have the famous old ship saved from scrapping and preserved at 
the scene of her most important action as a historical relic. 

In August the Mobile Council No. 666 of the Knights of Columbus adopted a 
resolution calling for restoration of the vessel and preservation at Mobile. At 
the same time the Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3 of the American Legion in 
Mobile passed a similar resolution. 

These actions were followed by adoption of the program on the parts of other 
civic organizations in the city. The public officials in Washington have been 
asked by these sponsoring groups to take whatever action is necessary to have the 
historic naval vessel restored. 

Further, in view of the value of the vessel to the Nation as a whole, some of the 
sponsoring organizations have asked their national parent groups to adopt the 
program on a wide basis. The United Spanish War Veterans at their 1952 
national convention in Louisville, Ky., in late August adopted a resolution re- 
questing the restoration and preservation of the vessel. 

The American Legion, through its national executive committee, approved 
their Mobile post’s resolution in Indianapolis in October on a nationwide basis 
and is expected to introduce legislation in the next Congress authorizing the 
vessel’s rehabilitation and preservation at Mobile. 

The national directors of the Knights of Columbus in New Haven, Conn., have 
adopted the resolution and will petition the Federal Government to restore the 
vessel and remove her to Mobile for preservation. Other civic and patriotic 
groups in Mobile are expected to take similar action. 

(2) This 1952 program to save the venerable old warship is not the first move- 
ment to preserve her from consignment to the scrap heap. 

In 1890 the Navy Department proposed to demolish the obsolete Hartford 
and her wooden sister ships from Admiral Farragut’s fleet. However, popular 
feeling for the ship which played such a tremendously important part in 
America’s history prevailed and the famous old vessel was restored and re- 
turned to the fleet as a training and good-will ship, calling at the ports of the 

world and playing host to dignitaries of the great nations of the day. 
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For more than 20 years after her restoration the Hartford was an active com- 
ponent of the United States Navy. She was finally decommissioned in 1926 and 
placed in idle status at the Charleston Navy Yard. 

In 1938 President Franklin Roosevelt, while visiting Charleston, saw the de- 
teriorating Hartford and, supposedly irate that such a famous old ship should be 
permitted to waste away, reportedly demanded that she be rehabilitated, protmis 
ing that funds for such a purpose would be made available. President Roosevelt 
had long harbored a desire to have the old flagship of our first admiral restored 
and preserved. 

The announcement concerning President Roosevelt's plan was met with en- 
thusiasm from all parts of the country. The mayor of Vicksburg asked on behalf 
of that city’s civic groups that the Hartford be sent to their community after 
restoration as a memorial to the seige of Vicksburg, in which seige the vessel 
under Admiral Farragut participated importantly. Congressman Boykin of 
Alabama requested consideration of Mobile as a site for the ship’s preservation 
on behalf of civic interests of that city. It is reported that President Roosevelt 
himself had suggested that the Hartford be preserved at the scene of her most 
important action in Mobile Bay. 

From the site of General Lee’s surrender came the admirable report from the 
broadminded Richmond chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy that 
President Roosevelt’s plan to restore and prese;ve the old Civil War flagship was 
a “dream come true” and carried their wholehcarted approval. 

In compliance with the President’s plan the Hartford was removed to the 
Washington Navy Yard and by June 1989 the project to rehabilitate the old war- 
ship had been put actively underway. However, before the program could be 
completed national defense demands upon the Navy at the advent of World 
War II forced its deferment, and the plan envisioned and commenced by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to completely restore the Hartford to Civil War condition was 
apparently abandoned after his death by disinterested successors. 

(3) The U.S. 8. Hartford was launched in 1858 as a first-class steam sloop of 
war. <A three-masted wooden vessel with lines of a frigate, she carried steam 
engines for propulsion in calm weather. Her length was 225 feet, with 44-foot 
beam and a draft of 16 feet. Her displacement was 2,900 tons and her maximuip 
speed was 13.5 knots with a crusing speed of 8 knots. She carried 18 guns and 
was designed to fight contemporary British warships on the high seas, a third war 
with England being expected at that time 

The vessel's first assignment was to the East Indian Squadron as flagship, 
returning to the United States in 1861 for deliverance to Capt. David Farragut 
as flagship of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron with an increase in battery to 
24 guns The Hartford and her commander rendered outstanding service in 
blockading the gulf ports but their real accomplishments and lasting fame came 
from Closing the then-considered invincible ports of New Orleans and Mobile to 
foreign trade, and the battles that attended these actions constituted the greatest 
American naval engagements of the century and were the means by which selfish 
foreign interests were forced out of the war. 

Following the war and promotion of the first admiral of the Navy to important 
duties in Washington the now-famous U. 8. S. Hartford was redispatched to the 
Far East under new command. She subsequently served as flagship for the 
South Atlantic Squadron and later the Pacific Squadron. 

In 1884 the venerable old warship was placed out of commission at the 
Mare Island Navy Yard in California. Several years later, the pressure of 
sentiment in favor of the remarkable old naval veteran forced cancellation 
of plans to dispose of the vessel and she was restored as a training ship for 
landsmen. In 1900 the Hartford undertook a cruise to world ports and re 
mained active in various official capacities until 1926, when she was decom 
missioned at the Charlestown Navy Yard and placed in retirement. 

As cited above, active interest in the famous old Hartford on the part of 
President Roosevelt in 1938 resulted in the vessel being sent to the Wash 
ington Navy Yard for rehabilitation, which failed to progress on comple 
tion due to urgent national-defense requirements, and in 1945 the ship that 
had been the pride of the Navy in grave times was removed to the Norfolk 
Navy Yard and reduced to a caretaker status. 

The Hartford is reputed to be the second oldest American naval vessel afloat 
today and is the very last relic of her era in existence 

The last time the vessel was opened to the public was on Navy Day in 
1948, since which time few people have seen the insides of the vessel that car 
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ried to glory and everlasting fame the most famous figure in America’s naval 
history. 

4. Basic motivating reason behind the movement to have the old flagship 
of Admiral Farragut restored and preserved as a historical relic is that such 
action would serve the best interest of patriotism and would constitute mainte- 
nance of an irreplaceable famous naval relic. It is felt that a return to 
patriotism and national pride among Americans is an urgent need and would 
be greatly inspired by the restoration and constant exhibition of this material 
relic and by continuous commemoration of the historic events in which the 
vessel participated and the courageous actions with which she was associated. 
Further, it is believed that unifying patriotism, knowledge of inspiring events in 
United States history and permanent and continuous recognition of heroic and 
honorable deeds are indispensible aids against communistic and other divisive 
advances in America. 

The various resolutions supporting the program generally embrace this reason 
ing, citing the battle of Mobile Bay and Admiral Farragut’s courageous actions 
in that engagement as being of particular naval, political, and historical sig 
nificance and pointing out that the most logical place of preservation after the 
vessel’s rehabilitation would be the location of her most important action in 
Mobile Bay. 

A further tremendously important reason for restoring the Hartford and pre- 
serving it at Mobile can best be described by quoting a letter from a cores- 
pondent on the subject: 

“The more I have thought on this matter the more convinced I am that this 
is an extremely significant gesture on the part of people in the Deep South 
and that if it were capable of accomplishment it would have tremendous propa- 
ganda values for widespread dissemination abroad. 

“As you know, the Russions seize on every opportunity to propagandize con- 
tinued disaffection between North and South. Even though this is viciously 
exaggerated for their purposes, it nevertheless is a fact and is readily received 
by those hostile to the achievements of the United States.” 

In addition to the extremely important factors recited above, it is believed 
that the restoration of the vessel would be more than justitied in the interest of 
maintaining an irreplaceable famous naval relic—flagship of America’s first and 
most famous admiral and outstanding United State’s warship in the 19th 
century. 

It is further felt that the continued preservation and display of the U. 8. 8. 
Hartford would have a tremendous historical and educational value. 

(5) In recommending that the vessel be preserved at Mobile, the following im- 
portant factors have been taken into consideration: 

1. Mobile Bay is the scene of the Hartford's most historic and widely-effective 
action. 

2. The existence of the vessel at Mobile would have a unifying implication and 
effect—proof of goodwill between the North and South and willingness to forget 
the differences of the past. It would be an invaluable instrument of counter- 
propaganda to the Communists’ North-South division claims. 

3. The site at which it is proposed that the vessel be moored at Mobile is at 
a new State park to be constructed this year on the Mobile Bay causeway 
(United States Highways 90 and 31). This causeway is reputedly the most 
traveled section of Highway 90 and Highway 31 between the east and west 
coasts, a tremendous number of tourists using it continuously. 

Therefore, the vessel moored in full sight of this highway and its users would 
be easily accessible to all who wished to visit her. 

4. The vessel moored in full sight of the scene of her most important action 
would fire the imagination and inspire tremendously all who Visited her and 
the resultant pride in American accomplishment generated within the hearts of 
her visitors would be invaluable 

5. The weather conditions at Mobile are excelent for year-round visiting on 
board the vessel. 

Assurance is given that the movement to restore and preserve the Hartford 
is no prompted by merely a selfish desire to have a famous and historic relic 
installed at Mobile. The desire is, first and foremost, that the vessel be saved 
because of her tremendous overall importance to America in grave times and, 
secondly, that she be preserved at Mobile because that location is the seene of 
her most historic and famous action and because of the unifying influence the 
Vessel’s presence at Mobile would create. 
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(6) It is pointed out that the actions of the U. S. S. Hartford and her famous 
commander against the southern forces in themselves are not the primary 
actions of importance, the real importance being the effect the accomplishments 
of Admiral Farragut had on foreign powers who were opposing the cause of the 
United States for selfish reasons. The closing of the southern ports and accom- 
panying naval battles were actions of “necessary evil” designed to force out the 
support of foreign interests, and preserve the United States from being per- 
manently divided. 

These factors are covered in the following paragraphs, preceded by remarks 
citing the instance of Admiral Farragut’s engagement in Mobile Bay and the 
far-reaching effect it had on American and world history. 

First and foremost, the Hartford and her commander, by no stretch of the 
imagination, were “instruments of destiny” in the history of the United States. 
From her riggings Admiral Farragut issued the now immortal command “Damn 
the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!” during the Battle of Mobile Bay, in face of 
urgent warnings after other vessels in his fleet turned to retreat when one 
of the Union monitors was blown up on entering the mine (torpedo) fields of 
the bay In Farragut’s own words, right before he gave the famous order, he 
was searching his mind for the right decision and, in response, his own inner 
mind, or divine providence, told him to go ahead. 

Charles Lee Lewis, in his book, Our First Admiral, writes about this tre- 
mendously serious incident He states that the U. S. S. Brooklyn, a Wooden 
man-of-war commanded by Captain Alden, was designated to lead the fleet into 
the bay because she had a greater number of forward-firing guns that the Hart- 
ford, and because she had an attachment for picking up mines. The Hartford 
was second in the line of 17 vessels. 

Four monitors were approaching the bay simultaneously in a column between 
the forts and the wooden warships. One of the monitors struck a mine and im 
mediately sank. Lewis then says Alden “began backing to get clear of the 
torpedoes. Meanwhile the vessels in the rear were pressing on those in the 
van. In the uncertainty and confusion, their fire had slackened, while the guns 
of Fort Morgan had increased in rapidity and effectiveness of fire. A first-class 
disaster was in the making.” 

Author Lewis then writes, “Confronted with the most momentous decision of 
his life, Farragut reverently offered this silent prayer : 

** God, who created man and gave him reason, direct me what to do. Shall 
I go on? Then his spiritual ear heard a voice which commanded ‘Go on! ” 

Determined to take the lead, as he had wished to do in the beginning, Farragut 
gave the necessary orders, and the Hartford was quickly placed on her new 
eourse. She was followed by the other ships, whose officers believed that “they 
were going to a noble death with their commander in chief.” Farragut believed 
there were torpedoes ahead, but hoped they had been in the water long enough to 
be rendered innocuous. In any case, he was “determined to take the chance of 
their explosion.” 

As the Harford passed on the port side of the Brooklyn, Alden reported that 
there was a “heavy line of torpedoes across the channel.” 
Farragut is reported to have shouted, “Full speed ahead !” 

Admiral Farragut’s decision in this instance proved to be one of the most 
momentous decisions in the history of our Nation, for the Battle of Mobile Bay 
is reputedly considered one of the actions that put England out of the hostilities. 

Just as dangerous potentially as aid from foreign interests was the immediate 
situation facing the Union forces at Mobile. Up the river at Selma a fleet 
of powerful ironclads were nearing completion. One such vessel, the Tennessee, 
the most powerfully destructive warship afloat at that time, was already in the 
bay prepared for action with two sister ships moored in Mobile Harbor await- 
ing installation of engines. Farragut believed that, if these impenetrable iron- 
clad vessels were completed and permitted to sail out onto the high seas, they 
would quickly and completely demolish his big fleet of wooden warships and then 
proceed to destroy all vessels and forts with which they engaged in battle. 

The task of eliminating these iron-clads would not be simple, Farragut knew, 
because Mobile was the best protected city in the South, with three powerful 
land forts and an expansive mine field at the entrance of the bay, and a fleet of 
gunboats anchored near the fort. 

The top military and naval experts of the day reportedly advised Farragut to 
leave Mobile alone, because his wooden fleet would have no chance. However, 
Farragut felt that, if the ironclads ever got out in large numbers, not only would 
his fleet have no chance, but none of the Union fleets nor coastal fortifications 
would have a chance to survive. 


9 


“Damn the torpedoes ! 





44 HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 


The tide of war could have completely changed and the South would have 
defeated the North. America would have been divided and while both sides were 
weak from the ravages and devastations of a long war, foreign interests could 
have stepped in and made an inglorious conquest of the two weak and divided 
nations, 

The participation of foreign powers in the Civil War was by no means unreal. 
One authority on Admiral Farragut states that, if Farragut had failed in his 
gulf activities, it is not unlikely that England would have taken steps to bring 
about peace with the establishment of the Confederate States of America as an 
independent nation. 

Similarly, in his actions at New Orleans, Farragut was the instrument which 
forced France out of the activities. 

The further seriousness of the part foreign powers were playing in the hostili- 
ties was cited by Farragut himself, states author Lewis, who wrote that during 
a visit to New York before the Mobile Bay battle, Farragut met the admiral in 
command of a Russian fleet anchored in the harbor. “Why are you spending the 


winter here in idleness,” Farragut asked the Russian. “I am here,” he replied, 
“under sealed orders, to be broken only in a contingency that has not yet oc- 
curred.” Other vessels, the Russian declared, were at San Francisco with 


similar orders. 

During the conversation the Russian admitted, ‘I have received orders to break 
the seals, if during the rebellion the United States becomes involved in a war with 
foreign nations.” 

It was an admitted fact at the time of the Civil War that the United States 
enjoyed anything but the friendship and goodwill of several of the European 
powers. That fact is substantiated by the knowledge that the U. S. 8S. Hartford 
was built especially to combat English vessels, with whom battles were expected 
at any moment. 

Had a conquest of our divided nation occurred, America could have been re- 
duced to a colony of a foreign power, in which event the 1776 Revolution, the War 
of 1812, Old Ironsides, our Constitution, and all the other glorious phases of our 
history would mean nothing to us today. 

We need only to look across the Pacific Ocean to China to see what might have 
been—China, divided, weakened, defeated, and today in the hands of Russia. 

Admiral Farragut was aware of the awful possibilities facing our Nation, 
possibilities so stupendous that he made the courageous determination to advance 
against the Mobile land and sea fortifications regardless of cost, obtained several 
monitors from the northern fleets, penned a farewell note to his family, and 
sailed into glory unparallelled in American naval history! 

To word it simply, divine providence saw fit to make Admiral Farragut and 
the Hartford particular instruments to keep America united and undivided—that 
is how important the vessel is to the United States as a historical relic! 

This fact did not go unheralded by the American leaders of that time, for 
shortly after Farragut’s achievement at Mobile the President made him the 
very first full-time admiral of the Navy in the history of the United States 
Earlier in the war, Farragut had been elevated from 31st position on the list of 
ranking naval officers to first position and given the rank of rear admiral, then 
shortly later the rank of vice admiral, both being created for the first time in 
American history for the purpose of recognizing Farragut for meritorious service. 

President Lincoln made the statement that Farragut’s appointment in the 
Navy was the best appointment, Army or Navy, he had made in the war. 

Foreign leaders of the day placed Farragut’s courage and accomplishments 
on a level with those of the immortal Lord Nelson of England, but they chose 
Farragut as far the better all-around officer because of his strong, firm Christain 
character. 

In 1868 Admiral Farragut received a plea to accept the Democratic nomination 
for the Presidency, Author Lewis writes in his book. Spokesmen for the party 
said that “the country needs at its head a sober, brave, honest man of simple 
purpose,” begging him to accept the nomination because he had the confidence 
of all the people, even the Conservative Republicans, who were disgusted with 
their own party and would support him. Several years earlier, he had been 
asked to run for the vice presidency with Horace Greeley’s party but refused. 

Farragut turned down the Democratic nomination, and General Grant was 
elected President on the Republican ticket. Had Farragut accepted and been 
elected our country might have been spared the difficulties of the reconstruction 
days, because his keen sense of fairness and his ideas for handling the South 
were exactly opposite those of the administration. Farragut believed that the 





souther 
Americ 
All d 
in that 
the Uni 
Adm. 
that be 
Admira 
would 
self-ad 
known 
Farr 
cans, | 
and née 
Americ 
a huge 
Battle 
agains 
A st 
gut’s 1 
kings : 
Pope I 
Russia 
existin 
the ve 
proved 
In |} 
for the 
defeat 
The 
ment ¢ 
Farra: 
sheath 
ironcl: 
woode 
Adn 
torped 
in Ar 
deter! 
(7) 
the fa 
cites 
histor 
it wol 
Thi 
prese) 
famol 
rehab 
ment 
In 
to the 
that ' 
the U 
Th 
“T sh 
avail: 
It 3 
to res 
Col 
coura 
tion } 
Possi 
will ¢ 
Pe! 
atten 
a des 


HISTORIC NAVAL VESSELS 45 


southerners should be treated gently and with every consideration as fellow 
Americans and not as conquered enemies. 

All during the Civil War battles Farragut justified his actions in his mind 
in that his purpose was not the devastation of the South, but the preservation of 
the United States. 

Adm. George Dewey, a protege of Farragut in the Gulf battles, often remarked 
that before making an important decision he would ask himself, “What would 
Admiral Farragut have done?’ He then proceeded to anticipate what Farragut 
would have done, and did it. Dewey, in his own words, followed this line of 
self-advice at Manila Bay, and the magnificent resul‘s he obtained there are 
known to all. 

Farragut commanded the respect of not only his contemporary fellow Ameri- 
cans, but his influence has long exerted itself in the lives of successor officers 
and naval men. He is still respected at the Naval Academy as the foremost 
American admiral, and there is dedicated to him in the chapel of that institution 
a huge window showing Farragut lashed to the riggings of the Hartford in the 
Battle of Mobile Bay, uttering his courageous and famous order to proceed 
against stupendous odds 

A strange indication of things to come was unknowingly hinted during Farra- 
gut’s postwar trip to Europe, where he was entertained and honored by all the 
kings and monarchs of the great continental nations. During an audience with 
Pope Pius IX, Farragut mentioned his friendly reception at the hands of the 
Russians. The Pope then expressed his surprise at the “unaccountable friendship 
existing between the United States and Russia—the one a republic and the other 
the very opposite.” This was in 1868 and the wisdom reflected at that time 
proved not without basis, 

In his conquests at New Orleans and Mobile, Farragut proved conclusively 
for the first time in world history that naval fleets could successfully engage and 
defeat land forts. 

The Battle of Mobile Bay is considered the greatest American naval engage- 
ment of the 19th century and was a turning point in world naval history. While 
Farragut reduced the heavily armed forts and defeated the powerful metal- 
sheathed Tennessee with his fleet of wooden vessels, the accomplishments of the 
ironclad ships in the famous bay fight immediately made obsolete the great 
wooden navies of the world powers. 

Admiral Farragut’s utterance in the Mobile Bay engagement, “Damn the 
torpedoes! Full speed ahead!” is listed high among the most famous sayings 
in American history and is considered the foremost expression of courage and 
determination in the United States naval tradition. 

(7) The foregoing information generally covers the 1952 movement to have 
the famous U. S. S. Hartford restored and preserved as a historical relic, and 
cites the actions substantiating the importance of the vessel in American 
history, which importance is further significantly indicated by the very fact that 
it would take an act of Congress to dispose of the famous square-rigged warship. 

This tremendous importance has not been completely lost to sight by our 
present-day leaders. President Roosevelt was keenly aware of the value of the 
famous Hartford as a historical relic and exerted every effort to have her 
rehabilitated, only to have the program deferred on the threshold of its attain- 
merit by the demands of a world war. 

In 1950 the question of the disposition of the U. S. S. Hartford was referred 
to the Senate Committee on Armed Forces. A reply from that committee stated 
that “a poll was taken of the committee and the sentiment was expressed that 
the U. 8S. S. Hartford should not be scrapped.” 

The Secretary of the Navy then answered that in view of this recommendation 
“T shall direct that the Hartford be retained until such time as funds are made 
available specifically for its restoration.” 

It is to the appropriation of those funds by Congress that this 1952 movement 
to restore and preserve the vessel is directed. 

Continued commemoration and recognition of the U. S. S. Hartford and the 
courageous actions with which she was associated will be a tremendous inspira- 
tion to Americans of the future in any grave times they might have to endure. 
Possibly the same inspiration that directed Admiral Dewey in his trials of war 
will guide to victorious results some gallant officer of tomorrow. 

Perhaps the 1954 visit of a small boy to the U. 8. 8. Hartford at Mobile and 
attendant story of her courageous commander of olden times will be recalled by 
a desperate man a quarter-century hence and inspire that man to battle his way 
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aguinst insurmountable odds to a victory that will mean the salvation of the 
America of that future day. 

This is not mere conjecture. It happened before—it could happen again. 

While the vessel’s most important actions took place against forces that are 
now our allies, nevertheless at the time of these actions the United States was in 
grave danger of being defeated and forever divided, and this ship and her cour- 
ageous commander were indispensible instruments in staving off that defeat 
and keeping our America united and safe from predatory foreign powers. 

Since the Civil War days men and women from the 48 States of America have 
battled side by side under the flag that waved from the Hartford's masthead 
to a common victory through four great wars and those 48 units of our country 
have expanded together into the very greatest and most prosperous nation in 
the history of the World. 

Divided, this would not be so, and without a doubt the people of all of the 
48 States of our Nation believe unanimously that the happenings of those trying 
times were all for the best—our tremendous accomplishments unitedly since then 
have proven that. 

The nations across the seas who would have been pleased to see America fall 
a century ago have now become our closest allies, without whom our accomplish- 
ments would have been minimized considerably. On the other hand, without our 
help the great 20th century strides of those allies might not have occurred. 

So, it is accepted gratefully, by all, that the actions of the U. 8S. 8. Hart- 
ford and her commander under the will of Divine Providence all happened 
for the best interests of our United States and its now allied nations, and were 
truly indispensibly instrumental in preserving our America for the wonderful 
future—now partly past, present, and still to come—that was in store for her. 
As such an instrument of American destiny this vessel commands the utmost 
respect and importance as a historical relic and her preservation as such is 
morally and patriotically mandatory. 

Thus, the obligation and duty of the 83d Congress is clear and indisputable 
direct the Navy Department to restore to Civil War condition and preserve as 
a historical relic the U. S. S. Hartford, the ship that preserved America in the 
face of defeat and permanent division. 

To completely restore the vessel to original condition, and fully equip her, 
as envisioned by President Roosevelt and embraced in the 1952 movement, would 
cost a little in excess of $14%4 million, which amount is not at all unreasonable 
in view of the tremendously important part the Hartford has played in America’s 
history and the valuable part she will continue to play in America’s future as 
an inspirer of patriotism, national pride, and courage in dire times. 

When consideration is given to the fate of our Nation without the Hartford, 
Admiral Farragut, and the Battle of Mobile Bay—the loss of our hard-won inde- 
pendence—and the further fact that Congress almost daily appropriates much 
larger amounts to foreign interests and to conduct studies of such things as 
fish habits, propagation, and affiliated activities and many other less significant 
projects, as well as 10 times that amount for bonuses, price supports, etc., this 
sum of money to restore the vessel that played the major role in keeping the 
United States free and independent becomes very small indeed. 

America should never permit its Government to become so big as to forget 
the important things of our past that kept us free and united to become a 
great and prosperous nation. 

With these facts in their possession, a patriotic Congress could not con- 
cientiously fail to vote unanimously to fully restore the U. S. S. Hartford in 
order that future genei.'ions of Americans may, with a feeling of pride and 
unity, look upon the warship that almost singlehandedly preserved the very 
freedom and oneness that we all enjoy today. 

It is obvious that broad and urgent action is necessary to save this historic 
vessel. The bill to authorize her disposition appeared in the last Congress 
too late to receive final action, but it is expected to be reintroduced when that 
legislative body convenes in January 1953. 

It would indeed be to the best interests of our Nation and all the glorious 
ideals America stands for if the Congress of the United States received and 
unanimously passed legislation to “Preserve the ship that preserved America !” 


Senator Hrenprickson. Mr. Chairman, as a relative of a distin- 
guished naval officer who fought aboard the Hartford at Mobile Bay, 
T want to say that I associate myself with the chairman’s remarks. 
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Mr. Donacuey. Thank you very much. Thank you very kindly, 
and I thank you for permitting me to introduce all this in evidence. 

Mr. Boykin. Mr. Chairman, may I introduce the other men? They 
will not say anything. 

This is Alphonse Lucas, who was going to speak for the American 
Legion: he has been my secretary for 37 years. 

Senator Fianpers. If Mr. Lucas has something to put into the 
record, we will be glad to put that in. 


STATEMENT OF ALPHONSE LUCAS, LAMAR Y. McLEOD POST NO. 3, 
AMERICAN LEGION, MOBILE, ALA. 


Mr. Lucas. I have statements and exhibits, Mr. Chairman, which 
I would like to hand to the stenographer to be made part of the 
record. 

Senator FLanpvers. They wiil be made part of this record. 

(The prepared statement and additional papers submitted by Mr. 
Lucas follow :) 


STATEMENT BY ALPHONSE LUCAS, AS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF LAMAR Y. 
McLrop Post No, 3, AMERICAN LEGION, MospiILe, ALA., IN SUPPORT OF PRESERVA- 
TION OF THE U.S. S. “HaArtForp.” 

My name is Alphonse Lucas. I reside in Mobile, Ala., and am a member of 
the U. S. S. Hartford Committee of the Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, American 
Legion, Mobile. I wish to earnestly endorse the proposal to preserve the U. 8. 8S. 
Hartford at Mobile, and personally present the testimony of the U. 8. 8S. Hartford 
Committee of the Mobile American Legion post to the members of this committee 

It is proposed and strongly urged by the Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, Americano 
Legion, with the concurrence and active endorsement of the Department of 
Alabama and national executive committee of the American Legion, that the 
U. S. S. Hartford, 97-year-old flagship of America’s very first, and foremost, 
admiral, David G. Farragut, and considered singularly the most instrumental 
factor in keeping our country united and safe from divisive foreign interests 
90 years ago, be restored and permanently preserved at Mobile, Ala., as a 
tremendously valuable memorial 

At Mobile it is proposed to exhibit the U. S. S. Hartford at a site directly 
on one of America’s most popular and busiest tourist routes, where each yeat 
several million people from our 48 States will view the vessel with tremendous 
pride and inspiration 

It is further proposed to relieve the Federal Government of any expense in 
connection with the program by making reimbursement, within such time specified 
by Congress, of any costs incurred in restoring the vessel through a sound pro 
gram of financing. 

In one sentence, this program is: Of the 2 million tourists who already pass 
the proposed immediately accessible berth of the U. 8S. S. Hartford at Mobile, at 


least 25 percent (the percentage enjoyed at similar memorials), or 500,000, are 
estimated by reliable travel experts to visit the vessel, and at an average charge 
of 25 cents the revenue per year would be $125,000 and over a 20-year period, 
$2,500,000, against which reimbursable restoration costs and maintenance over 
20 yerrs would be $1 million, leaving a net profit to the Government of $1,500,000. 

Even if only 10 percent of the ready-made tourist traffic visited the vessel a 
net profit to the Government of $500,000 would accrue over the 20-year period. 

These results do not take into consideration the local area visitors, visitors 
to Mobile via other highways, or anticipated increase of tourist traffic at Mobile, 
but represent the minimum results from presently known traffic. 

It is believed the cost in a private shipyard to restore the vessel to a safe 
and attractive condition for visitors would not exceed $500,000, and possibly 
less than half this amount to restore the vessel for placement in sand. 

It would be a tremendous credit to the Congress to institute a program which 
would provide for restoration of such a famous old vessel and at the same 
time provide for substantial profits to the United States Treasury. 
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It is urged that the vessel be preserved at Mobile because, in addition to being 
available under excellent weather conditions the year round to millions of Amer- 
icans and being a producer of great revenue to the United States Treasury, 
viewing the vessel at the scene of her most historic engagement in Mobile Bay, 
where Farragut uttered the courageous command “Damn the torpedoes! Full 
speed ahead !” would inspire tremendously all who visited her with badly needed 
national pride and patriotism and would result in a unifying effect as between 
the north and south which would offset the sectional divisive claims of the 
Communists. 

Our committee sincerely believes that if the Senate Armed Forces Committee 
members agree with the foregoing conclusions they will unanimously recom- 
mend the adoption of the program. On the other hand, if there is any doubt 
regarding the anticipated results, then our committee cordially invites and urges 
the members or their representatives to visit Mobile and study firsthand the 
program outlined. 

In further support of our request in connection with the U. 8. S. Hartford, we 
submit herewith the following additional documents for study by the com- 
mittee: 

1. Summary of income and expense estimates of U. S. S. Hartford Memorial. 

2. Detailed memorandum of U. 8. 8S. Hartford financing plan. 

8. Memorandum of important historical value of U. 8. S. Hartford. 

4. Resolution of Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, Mobile, Ala. 

5. Article by King Features writer, Mr. Erich Brandeis, of Georgetown, Conn., 
supporting American Legion program. 

6. Editorial from Mobile Press Register quoting New York Herald Tribune 
editorial urging restoration of U. S. S. Hartford. 

7. Editorial from Mobile Press Register urging restoration of U. S. 8. Hart- 
ford at Mobile. 

8. Resolution of the Navy League of the United States (Greater New Orleans 
Council) endorsing the American Legion proposal. 





U.S. S. “Hartford” memorial—income from tourist admissions and cost—20-year 
basis 


Tourists using Mobile Bay causeway (proposed berth of vessel) per 


year nhs aoe ee A ee ee 2, 000, 000 
At 25 percent of total tourists, visitors per year would be____--_----__- 500, 000 
Revenue per year at 25 cents admission, 500,000 visitors._.__._._._.__.____ $125, 000 
Revenue over 20 years at $125,000 per year___.-__-.__-_-___-__-__ 2, 500, 000 
Less maintenance, etc., at $25,000 per year (20 years) ____-__________ 500, 000 
Operating profit___ ae ee hacastabeesat pans Ea oenEeare saree a nwen= ty Os OO 
Less amortization of restoration__- Se eee a eee a 500, 000 
Income in excess of cost (profit) ee oe See ca ata aca clan eas 1, 500, 000 


The above figures do not take into consideration local visitors, income from 
concessions, tourists entering Mobile from other highways, nor anticipated 
increase in Mobile tourist traffic. 

The 25 percent figure for tourist visitors is considered extremely reasonable. 
At Boston the frigate Constitution draws 25 percent, or 250,000 of total tourists. 
At Houston the land-locked battleship Texas draws 260,000 visitors. Both ves- 
sels are at relatively isolated sites, whereas the Mobile attraction would be at 
an on-the-main-route site, which should improve the percentage of tourist 
visitors. 

It is noted that even if only 10 percent of the total tourists visit the vessel, 
the margin for liquidating restoration, after other costs, would be $500,000. 


BRIEF MEMORANDUM OF REASONS Wuy U. S. S. “Hartrrorp” SHOULD BE PRESERVED 
AND MAINTAINED AT MOBILE, ALA. 


The basic motivating reason behind the movement to have the 95-year-old 
flagship of Admiral Farragut restored and preserved as a historical relic is 
that such action would serve the best interest of patriotism and would consti- 
tute maintenance of an irreplaceable famous naval relic. 

It is felt that a return to patriotism and national pride among Americans is 
an urgent need and would be greatly inspired by the restoration and constant 
exhibition of this material relic and by continuous commemoration of the historic 
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events in which the vessel participated and the courageous actions with which 
she was associated. Further, it is believed that unifying patriotism, knowledge of 
inspiring events in United States history and permanent and continuous recog- 
nition of heroic and honorable deeds are indispensable aids against communistic 
and other divisive advances in America. 

The various resolutions supporting the program generally embrace this reason- 
ing, citing the Battle of Mobile Bay and Admiral Farragut’s courageous actions 
in that engagement as being of paramount naval, political, and historical sig- 
nificance and pointing out that the most logical place of preservation after the 
vessel’s rehabilitation would be the location of her most important action in 
Mobile Bay. 

Particular facts in support of the mandate calling for the restoration of the 
U. S. S. Hartford are as follows: 

1. First, under a plan of financing described in a separate memorandum, there 
would be no cost to the Federal Government to restore the vessel. 

2. The U. S. S. Hartford is the flagship of our Nation’s very first and most 
famous admiral of the Navy. 

3. The vessel is the most important naval vessel in the history of the United 
States. 

4. The U. 8. S. Hartford is the second oldest United States naval vessel afloat 
and is the only remaining American warship of her era in existence. 

5. The U. 8. S. Hartford and her commander played a tremendously important 
part in preventing foreign powers from actively entering the Civil War. 

6. The vessel was an indispensable instrument in keeping America united and 
safe from selfish outside interests. 

7. The capture of New Orleans by Admiral Farragut was considered by his 
torians as the turning point in a war which would have permanently divided our 
country, and was the instrument which forced France from the war. 

8. Admiral Farragut’s gulf activities forced England out of the hostilities 
and closed the southern ports from which a powerful fleet of ironclad vessels 
being constructed in inland shipyards would have been hurled against United 
States shipping, naval, and defensive facilities. 

9. The U. S. S. Hartford is considered the most famous United States warship 
of the 19th century. 

10. She was the vessel from which Admiral Farragut uttered the historic and 
famous command in the Battle of Mobile Bay, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed 
ahead !” 

11. The Battle of Mobile Bay, in which Admiral Farragut and the U. S. 8. 
Hartford played the most important part, is considered the greatest naval en- 
gagement of the 19th century, and the actions of the combatants changed the 
naval tactics and fleets of the world. 

12. Admiral Farragut’s command, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead !” 
is considered the greatest expression of courage and determination in United 
States naval history. 

13. Admiral Farragut’s victories at New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Vicksburg, and 
Mobile proved for the very first time in world history that naval fleets could 
engage and defeat land forts. 

14. The courage and accomplishments of Admiral Farragut on board the 
U. S. S. Hartford have been a source of tremendous inspiration to American 
military leaders for nearly a century, and among others, inspired Admiral Dewey 
to battle aaginst great odds to a glorious victory at Manila Bay. 

15. The preservation of the U. S. S. Hartford will be an action which will 
constitute a continuance of the great inspiration mentioned above. 

16. Because of his accomplishments on board the U. 8. 8S. Hartford Admiral 
Farragut was elevated from 31st on the list of ranking naval officers to Ist 
position and given the rank, in sequence, of rear admiral, vice admiral, and 
admiral of the Navy, all being created for the first time in American history 
especially to recognize David G. Farragut. 

17. President Lincoln said that Admiral Farragut’s appointment in the Navy 
was the best appointment, land or sea, he had made in the war. 

18. Admiral Farragut was invitec and urged by the Democratic Party after the 
Civil War to accept their nomination for the presidency, but refused. 

19. Because of the tremendously important part the vessel played in United 
States history the Federal Government has seen fit to maintain the Hartford 
for 95 years, during which time she was returned to first-class condition at the 
turn of the century and, again in 1939, full rehabilitation was ordered (the 
national emergency and subsequent war at that time prevented completion of 
the program). 
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20. In 1950 the question of disposition of the U. S. S. Hartford was referred to 
the Congress, and a poll taken of the committee involved resulted in the recom- 
mendation that the vessel should not be scrapped because of her value in 
American history. 

21. The Secretary of the Navy then directed that the vessel be retained until 
such time as funds are made available for its restoration. 

With reference to preservation of the vessel at Mobile, the following reasons 
are offered: 

1. Mobile Bay is the scene of the U. S. S. Hartford’s most historic and widely 
effective action. 

2. The existence of the vessel at Mobile would have a unifying implication and 
effect, proof of goodwill between North and South and willingness to forget the 
difference of the past. It would be an invaluable instrument of counterpropa- 
ganda to the Communists’ North-South division claims. 

3. The site at which it is proposed to moor the vessel is a new State park on 
the Mobile Bay Causeway (United States 31 and 90) 5 miles from the city of 
Mobile. This causeway is reputedly the most-traveled section of Highway 90 
and 81 between the east and west coasts, some 2 million tourists using it annually, 
plus as many more commuters, ete. The vessel moored in full sight of this 
highway and its users would be easily accessible to all who wished to visit her. 

4. The vessel moored in full sight of the scene of her most important action 
would fire the imagination and would inspire tremendously all who visited her 
with the resultant pride in American accomplishment generated within the 
breasts of her visitors being an invaluable purchase 

5. Weather conditions at Mobile are excellent for year-round visiting on board 
the ship. 

6. The cost of restoration of the vessel could be recaptured within a few years’ 
time under a financing plan described on a separate memorandum. 


RESOLUTION OF LAMAR Y. McLeop Post No. 3, Urarna RESTORATION AND PRESERVA- 
TION OF THE U.S. S. “HARTFORD,” FLAGSHIP OF ADMIRAL FARRAGUT 


Whereas the American Legion is our country’s foremost patriotic veterans’ 
organization, and the Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, of the American Legion is 
desirous of fostering patriotism among the people of the United States, and the 
recognition and commemoration of important and inspiring events and actions 
in United States history constitutes patriotism ; 

Whereas the Civil War Battle of Mobile Bay is adjudged an important event 
in the history of the United States and the action of Adm. David G. Farragut, 
United States Navy, in ordering his fleet through heavy bombardment and mine- 
infested waters of Mobile Bay is adjudged a courageous and inspiring action; 

Whereas the U. S. S. Hartford, flagship of Admiral Farragut, is considered an 
important component of the Battle of Mobile Bay and an invaluable relic of the 
Civil War, and it is alleged that the U. S. 8. Hartford might be dismounted and 
reduced to scrap by the Navy Department; 

Whereas it would ‘e to the best patriotic interest of the United States to 
preserve and restore the U. S. S. Hartford to good condition: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, of the American Legion hereby 
urges the preservation and restoration of the 94-year-old U. 8S. S. Hartford, Civil 
War flagship of Adm. David G. Farragut, United States Navy, Be it further 

Resolved, That the Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3, request and urge the transfer 
of the U. S. S. Hartford from its present moorings at Norfolk, Va. to a site at 
Mobile, Ala., where it would be preserved and maintained as a Civil War shrine. 

August 20, 1952. 


{Mobile, Ala., March 3, 1953] 
UrGES PRESERVATION OF FARRAGUT’s SHIP 
(By Erich Brandeis, King Features Writer) 
During the battle of Mobile Bay in 1864 there was a moment when Adm. David 
G. Farragut could not make up his mind whether to retreat, surrender, or attack. 


Other vessels in his fleet had turned on their heels. The enemy’s torpedoes 
were just too much for them, and one of the monitors had been blown up. 
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Tied to the riggings of his flagship, the U. S. S. Hartford, he called on Divine 
Providence to advise him, and said this prayer: 

“Q God, who created man and gave him reason, direct me what to do. Shall 
I go on?” 

Then, history reports, his spiritual ear heard a voice which commanded, 
“Go on!” 

Farragut issued his orders: 

“Damn the torpedoes. Full speed ahead !” 

And the battle of Mobile Bay was won. 

We have read many times that President Eisenhower is a deeply religious 
man. 

1 believe that he, too, invokes God’s help when important matters are to be 
decided, and only when the voice says “Go on!” are his decisions made. 

I had a letter from one of the officers of Lamar Y. McLeod Post No. 3 of the 
American Legion in Mobile a few days ago. 

He tells me that the Hartford, one of the country’s oldest naval vessels, is about 
to be scrapped unless the citizens of America appeal to Congress to preserve this 
historic vessel. 

The Mobile Knights of Columbus, and many other organizations all over the 
country, have joined in the effort to block the ship’s destruction. 

A bill is now before the Congress to make the necessary appropriations for the 
Hartford’s preservation and to restore the ship to its original condition. 

Only $1,500,000 is needed—a small amount in this era of billions, but quite a 
sum in an administration which has pledged itself to economy 

But isn’t it economy to foster patriotism and pride in one’s history? 

In his letter, the American Legion officer writes that since our enemy nations 
make so much of dissension between the North and the South, the restoration of 
the Hartford would do much to disprove such a rift. 

It is planned to anchor the restored ship in Mobile Bay, which is right at the 
crossing of two main highways, with her masts and her riggings in full sight 
of many thousands of tourists. A lovely park will be built on the shore—and 
there she will stand, a monument to one of the country’s most important phases 
in her history. 

Che slogan of the campaign is, ‘Preserve the ship that preserved America.” 

In this age of materialism, when we can spend millions on political campaigns, 
on ammunition and on strikes, I don’t think $1,500,000 is asking too much to 
invest in patriotism and in a permanent and visible reminder of what America 
used to stand for. 

In 94 vyears—that is the age of the Hartford—maybe our children’s children 
will erect a monument to our bravery if we, in paraphrasing Farragut, say 
“Damn the enemy Full speed ahead !” 


Mobile Register, March 12, 1954 


“FULL SPEED AHEAD!” 


We have support from the New York Herald Tribune in feeling that Admiral! 
Farragut’s old flagship, the Hartford, which made history in the Civil War battle 
of Mobile Bay, should be saved from the scrap heap and preserved at Mobile as a 
naval shrine. 

Legislation for this purpose has been introduced in Congress. In fact, a move- 
ment to save four old ships is underway. ‘The Constellation, the Oregon, and the 
Olympia are the others on the list. 

It is the Herald Tribune’s opinion that circumstances justify restorin 
preserving only the Hartford and the Olympia. 

Putting the Oregon back in shape for maintenance would be “‘extremely costly,” 
it says, and therefore “in all probability” this vessel ‘‘must be scrapped.” 

The New York paper also takes the position that there is “not enough funda- 
mental difference’ between the Constellation and the old Constitution, the pre 
serving of which already has been provided for, to warrant spending any large 
sum on the Constellation if to do so “would mean the loss of one of the more 
distinctive types” of historic old naval vessels. 

But the Herald Tribune reasons that the Hartford and the Olympia should 
be restored to join the Constitution as naval shrines. It says the Olympia “might 
well be retained as an example of the vessels that fought the Spanish-American 


g and 
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War.” And the Hartford, which “typifies the transitional period when sail was 
combined with steam, could serve to remind present and future generations of the 
gallant naval actions that marked the Civil War.” 

It goes on to say: “With the Constitution already provided for, the restoration 
of the Hartford and the Olympia would give the American people a vivid pano- 
rama of their naval past, from the fine old sailing frigates to the early steel 
cruisers. All three have fighting records and exciting histories; all have earned 
the right to be kept as memorials to the men and the ships that helped so much 
to keep America free and make her great.” 

We do not mention the Herald Tribune’s views for the purpose of concurring 
in its opinion that circumstances seem to be against preserving the Oregon and the 
Constellation. There are, of course, those who are pleading for the preservation 
of these vessels, and if it is practicable to do that we should like to see it done. 
Our purpose is simply to point out that even among those who are not convinced 
that justification exists for preserving all four of the old ships, there is support 
for preserving the famous old Hartford, from whose rigging on August 5, 1864, 
Admiral Farragut gave the command to his fleet in the Battle of Mobile Bay: 
“Damn the torpedoes. Full speed ahead !” 

Today—90 years later—the battle cry is “Full speed ahead” to save the Hart- 
ford from the scrap heap. 


GREATER New ORLEANS COUNCIL, 
Navy LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
New Orleans, La., May 1, 1953. 


RESOLUTION 


Whereas our neighbors and friends of Mobile, Ala., are endeavoring to re- 
store and preserve in Mobile, the U. S. S. Hartford as an historical relic; and 

Whereas the U. S. 8S. Hartford, the flagship of Adm. David G. Farragut, played 
a conspicuous role in the naval engagements near New Orleans and in Mobile, 
during the War Between the States, and 

Whereas, she was one of the ships which belonged to the period of transition 
from sails to steam, being provided with equipment for both, hence that fea- 
ture alone makes her unique, and 

Whereas, the Hartford sailed the Seven Seas after the war, and attracted 
much admiration and interest as a beautiful and historic ship: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Greater New Orleans Council of the Navy League of the 
United States go on record as endorsing the plan advocated by the American 
Legion and Knights of Columbus of Mobile and of urging its implementation. 


C. Horton SmitTH, President, 
JOHN HAtt Jacoss, Secretary. 





{Mobile Register, March 4, 1954] 
BRING ON THE “HARTFORD” 


We repeat what in effect we have said before: Bring on the Hartford. 

We refer to the movement to have Admiral Farragut’s flagship of Mobile Bay 
battle fame reconditioned and returned to Mobile so it can be preserved as a 
naval shrine. 

This historic fighting ship of Civil War days—the vessel from which Admiral 
Farragut shouted his memorable order, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead.” 
is tied up on the Virginia seaboard and is in danger of being turned into junk. 

It is our feeling that the cost of bringing the Hartford to Mobile would be 
much more than offset by the value it would have if preserved for historical 
reasons. 

The Register hopes that the effort to save the famous old naval vessel from 
the junkyard will succeed. The Hartford should not be junked and forgotten, 
It deserves to live in the place where it helped to make history: Mobile. 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION PROPOSAL TO CONGRESS TO PRESERVE THE SHIP THAT 
PRESERVED AMERICA, CENTURY-OLD U. S. S. “Harrrorp,” FLAGSHIP oF OUR FIRST 
ADMIRAL 


The American Legion in the United States has proposed that Congress au- 
thorize the restoration and permanent preservation at Mobile, Ala. of the U.S. S. 
Hartford, 96-year-old flagship of Adm.. David G. Farragut, and implementing 
legislaton has been introduced in the Senate and House of Representatives. 

The U. 8. 8. Hartford played a tremendously important part in the history of 
America and no effort should be spared to insure its restoration and preservation. 

It is recalled that this vessel and her courageous commander were singularly 
instrumental in preventing foreign factors from actively entering the Civil War 
and were indispensable forces in keeping America united and safe from preda- 
tory outside interests, for which Admiral Farragut was made the very first 
admiral in the history of the United States Navy. 

The value of this vessel in American history is second to none, because had not 
the decisive objectives of Admiral Farragut been accomplished and our Nation 
been ultimately overcome by foreign powers, or, at best, permanently divided, 
the glorious development of the preceding 90 years would have been forever 
lost, not to mention the succeeding accomplishments. 

rom the riggings of the Hartford, which is considered the most famous 
United States warship of the 19th century, Admiral Farragut uttered the historic 
command at Mobile Bay, “Damn the torpedoes. Full speed ahead.” and the 
preservation of the vessel will continue a nearly century-old source of tremendous 
inspiration to American military leaders and citizens. 

The logical site for the permanent preservation of the vessel is at Mobile, Ala., 
and among the many practical considerations which compel this conclusion are 
the following: 

1. Mobile Bay is the scene of the vessel’s most historic and widely effective 
action. 

2. Millions of Americans will annually see the vessel at Mobile, as the pro- 
posed mooring site is within 100 feet of a major east-west highway via which 
already travel some 2 million out-of-state persons per year. 

3. Excellent weather conditions at Mobile will permit year-round visiting at 
the vessel. 

4. Moored at the scene of her most important action, the vessel will be a 
tremendous inspiration to all who visit her and will engender limitless national 
pride and patriotism. 

5. The preservation of the vessel at Mobile will have a North-South unifying 
effect and will produce invaluable counter propaganda to the civil-divisive claims 
of the Communists. 

6. Interests in Mobile will agree to reimburse the Government for restoration 
costs in accordance with an already prepared self-liquidation of cost plan. 

The restoration and preservatien of the U. 8. 8. Hartford will not only consti- 
tute maintenance of an irreplaceable famous naval relic, but most importantly, 
will serve the best interests of patriotism and national pride, the return to 
which is urgent as an indispensable aid against communistic and other divisive 
advances in America. 

It is therefore strongly urged by the American Legion that legislation to 
authorize the restoration and preservation of this tremendously important vessel 
be adopted by Congress. 


Mr. Boyxrn. Mr. Chairman, this is the Honorable James Kehoe. 
He represents the supreme council of the Knights of Columbus, and he 
wants to put his statement in, if you please, sir. 


STATEMENT OF JAMES F. KEHOE, SUPREME COUNCIL, KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS 


Mr. Kenor. Mr. Chairman, in the interest of time. I will submit this 
statement with the resolution that we are supporting. 
Senator FLAnpers. Yes. 
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(The prepared statement of Mr. Kehoe follows:) 


STATEMENT OF JAMES F. KEHOER, ON BEHALF OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, my full name is James F. 
Kehoe. I am attorney and State advocate of the State council of the Knights 
of Columbus 

I would like to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen of the committee, for 
permitting me to make this presentation in support of the bill, H. R. 8247, to 
restore the U. S. S. Hartford and other historical ships. 

I am here on behalf of the supreme council of the Knights of Columbus, of 
New Haven, Conn., representing over 900,000 members throughout the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, the Philippine Islands, Panama, and Cuba, patriotic 
as well as fraternal. 

The supreme council of the Knights of Columbus has adopted a resolution 
urging that the U. S. S. Hartford be restored to good condition and removed to 
Mobile, Ala., as a tremendously important historic shrine. 

The supreme council has further adopted a resolution pledging full support of 
legisijation introduced by the Alabama delegation in Congress and Senate au- 
thorizing the restoration and preservation at Mobile of this famous flagship of 
America’s first admiral. 

It is remembered that Admiral Farragut and the U. 8S. S. Hartford were 
tremendously instrumental in preventing foreign forces from actively entering 
the war between the Stites and were indispensable factors in keeping America 
united and safe from outside foreign interests. 

It has been adequately pointed out by the New York Herald Tribune that this 
%7-year-old vessel remains the only one of her type in existence and this fact, in 
addition to the tremendously important historical value, makes it imperative 
that every effort be put forth to preserve her. 

For important practical and historical reasons, the U. S. S. Hartford should 
be preserved at Mobile, Ala., which is the scene of her most famous engagement 
in the Battle of Mobile Bay, during which Admiral Farragut made the historical 
order “Damn the torpedoes. Full speed ahead.” 

At Mobile millions of Americans would annually see the vessel at a park 
moorage which is directly on one of the South’s most heavily traveled highways. 
Some 2 million tourists already use this portion of the highway and temperate 
year-round weather conditions would permit visiting 12 months of the year. 

The supreme council of the Knights of Columbus has been assured by the 
Alabama State council of the order that the cost to restore the U. S. S. Hartford 
to safe and attractive condition for visitors would be quickly reimbursed through 
an infallible plan of financing. 

Therefore. the Federal Government can preserve an irreplaceable famous naval 
vesel to continue to inspire untold generations of Americans at absolutely no 
cost in the final analysis, and it is this action that the supreme council and I, as 
its representative, strongly and sincerely urge, with appreciation for this oppor- 
tunity to present this testimony. 


RESOLUTION OF KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL NO. 666, MOBILE, ALA., CONCERNING 
RESTORATION AND TRANSFER OF U. S. S. ‘HARTFORD’? TO MOBILE 


Whereas one of the four principal tenets of the Knights of Columbus is 
patriotism: the recognition and commemoration of important events in the 
history of the United States constitutes expression of patriotism; the Battle of 
Mobile Bay is adjudged an important event in the history of the United States; 
the U. S. S. Hartford, flagship of Adm. David Farragut, USN, is considered an 
important component in the Battle of Mobile Bay ; and 

Resolved, That the supreme council be requested to adopt a resolution asking 
the Navy Department, in the interest of American patriotism, and in recognition 
of highest United States Navy traditions, to restore to good condition and to 
remove to Mobile. Ala., as a war shrine the 94-year-old U. 8. S. Hartford, flagship 
of Adm. David Farragut, in the Battle of Mobile Bay. 

The committee recommended reference to the supreme board of directors. 
There being no objection, the report of.the committee was declared accepted 
and its recommendation adopted. 
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ACTION TAKEN AT JANUARY 1953 MEETING OF THE SUPREME BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Voted, in the matter of request of Brother John Kern, council No. 666, Mobile, 
Ala., that the order arrange to have introduced in Congress a bill that would 
provide for the restoration of the U. S. 8S. Hartford, that Brother Kern be advised 
that it is the sense of the board that the bill in which he is interested should be 
introduced by his local Congressman and that if this is done the board will there- 
after furnish whatever support it can to the bill. 


Senator FLANpers. If you have come a long way, sir, I think you 
have come here to find your case made. We appreciate the distance 
you have traveled, and we will put your statement into the record. 

Next is Mr. Miles Kennedy. 


STATEMENT OF MILES D. KENNEDY, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL LEGIS- 
LATIVE COMMISSION, THE AMERICAN LEGION 


Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman, my name is Miles Kennedy; I am 
the national legislative director of the American Legion, cooperating 
with the others, and with your permission, sir, I would like to just 
submit for the record a short resolution adopted by our national or- 
ganization favoring this legislation as set forth in the bill now before 
you. 

I respectfully request that it be made a part of the record. 

Senator FLANpERs. It will be made a part of the record. 

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you, sir. 

(The resolution referred to follows:) 


Whereas, the American Legion is our country’s foremost patriotic veterans 
organization, and the executive committee of the Department of Alabama, 
the American Legion, is desirous of fostering patriotism among the people of 
the United States, and the recognition and commemoration of important events 
and actions in United States history constitutes patriotism ; 

Whereas, the Battle of Mobile Bay during the War Between the States is 
adjudged an important event in the history of the United States and the ac- 
tion of Adm. David G. Farragut, USN, in ordering his fleet through heavy 
bombardment and mine-infested waters of Mobile Bay is adjudged an action 
of particular naval, political, and historical significance ; 

Whereas the U. 8. 8. Hartford, flagship of Admiral Farragut, is considered 
an important component of the Battle of Mobile Bay and an invaluable relic 
of the War Between the States, and it is alleged that the U. S. S. Hartford 
might be dismantled and reduced to scrap by the Navy Department; 

Whereas, it would be to the best patriotic interest of the United States to 
preserve and restore the U. S. S. Hartford to good condition: Now, therefore, 
he it 

Resolved, That the executive committee of the Department of Alabama, the 
American Legion, does hereby urge the national executive committee of the 
American Legion to obtain Federal legislation providing for the preservation 
and restoration of the 94-year-old U. S. S. Hartford, flagship of Adm. David 
G. Farragut, United States Navy, during the War Between the States; be it 
further 

Resolved, That said legislation provide that, after restoration, the U. 8S. 8. 
Hartford shall be removed to and permanently preserved at Mobile, Ala., as 
a historical relic: and be it finally 

Resolved, by the national erecutive committee in regular meeting assembled 
in Indianapolis, Ind., on October 10, 11, and 12, 1952, That the aforesaid action 
is approved. 

Senator FLanpers. We appreciate the cooperation of all you people, 
and I think we are establishing here shrines of ships that have been 
long under discussion, long have been looked to as great national 
monuments, and it is going to be a grand thing to give them the places 
that they deserve; and thank you all for coming. 
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Mr. Boyxry. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. God bless you. 

Senator Srennis. We are all encouraged by the manifestations 
by these patriotic organizations and historic organizations. 

Thank you. 

Senator Henprickson. Mr. Chr irman, we have not discussed at any 
length the Olympia. 

Senator Fianpers. I beg pardon? 

Senator Henprickson. We have not discussed at any length the 
Olympia. 

Senator Martin, of Pennsylvania, was here, and asked me to state 
to the committee that he had to go to another meeting, and he asked 
me to say that he would like to have an amendment so that the 
Olympia will be made available. 

Senator FrLanpers. Senator Hendrickson is referring to the 
Olympia. 

Senator Henprickson. Senator Martin requested that I make this 
brief statement for him, namely, that an amendment be proposed 
which would make the O/ympia available only to Philadelphia or 
to an association in Philadelphia. He feels that that is the suitable 
resting place for the Olympia. 

I have a statement here that can go into the record. 

Senator Stennis. Is anyone else interested in the Olympia? 

Senator Henprickson. I think not. 

Senator FLanpers. There is no one interested in the Oregon—both 
the Olympia and the Oregon have Vermont connections, and perhaps 
they ought to be enshrined somewhere in the State of Vermont. 

Senator Henprickson. Congressman O’Hara introduced a bill sim- 
ilar to Senator Martin’s bill calling for the Olympia to be docked at 
Chicago, Ill., but IT doubt very much whether the people of Chicago 
would want to pay for the transportation of the Olympia all the 
way to Chicago, and being a resident of New Jersey, right across 
from Phil: adelphia, I want to see it go to Philadelphia, too. 

Senator Stennis. Do you have your amendment prepared ? 

Senator Henprickson. I will have the amendment prepared; yes. 

Senator FLanpers. We will take that up, then, at a subsequent meet- 
ing of the committee. 

(The prepared statement of Senator Martin, together with the 
amendment, follows :) 


STATEMENT OF Hon. Epwarp MArtTIN, UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Mr. Chairman, the bill you are considering today makes specific provision for 
the U. S. S. Constellation and Hartford; it makes only a general provision for 
the U.S. S. Olympia. 

In other words, the Olympia may be turned over to any interested State, or 
group within a State, upon approval by the Secretary of the Navy. 

The Olympia is now docked at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. It is ex- 
pected that the city of Philadelphia or some patriotic group will want to take 
it over. A number of patriotic organizations have expressed interest in the 
preservation, but undoubtedly time will be needed, in order to determine the 
sponsor. 

H. R. 8247 as written and passed by House will give a 6 months’ period for 
a State or an organization to come forward and sponsor the Olympia. Beyond 
that date, the Secretary of the Navy may proceed with breaking up the ship 
and offering sections of it for sale as relics and mementoes. 
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At the time my bill (S. 2568), was introduced, Congressman O'Hara intro- 
duced a similar bill, but calling for the Olympia to be docked at Chicago, IIL. 
It would undoubtedly be a very expensive proposition to tow the U. 8S. 38. 
Olympia to the city of Chicago. The wording of section 5 of the House-approved 
bill would allow time to decide this matter. However, it is my feeling that the 
Olympia is more logically berthed at Philadelphia, where she has been located for 
some time. 

I realize that leaving section 5 as it is now—a general offer of the Olympia to 
all takers for a period of six months—may be satisfactory in the long run. How- 
ever, in fairness to those patriotic groups interested in the preservation of the 
Olympia, 1 offer an amendment to H. R. 8247, which would give the first offer 
to the State of Pennsylvania, the city of Philadelphia, or to an association which 
can qualify. 


AMENDMENT 


sADmendment intended to be proposed by Mr. Martin to the bill (H. R. 8247) to 
provide for the restoration and maintenance of the United States ship Constitu- 
tion and to authorize the disposition of the United States ship Constellation, 
United States ship Hartford, United States ship Olympia, and United States 
ship Oregon, and for other purposes, viz: On page 3, between lines 2 and 3, 
insert the following new section: 


Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Navy is authorized to transfer by gift the United 
States ship Olympia to the State of Pennsylvania, the city of Philadelphia, or to 
a corporation or association located in Philadelphia whose charter or articles of 
agreement denies it the right to operate for profit, for restoration as a public 
memorial at Philadelphia, Pa. 

On page 3, line 3, strike out “e” and insert in lieu thereof “5”. 

On page 8, line 4, strike out “subsection 3 (c)” and insert in lieu thereof 
“sections 3 (c) and 4”, 

On page 3, line 25, strike out “5” and insert in lieu thereof “6”. 

On page 4, line 1, strike out “ships” and insert in lieu thereof “ship”. 

On page 4, line 2, strike out “Olympia and”. 

On page 4, line 9, strike out “either or both of these vessels” and insert in 
lieu thereof “such vessel’. 

On page 4, line 10, strike out “or memorials”. 

On page 4, line 11, strike out “or vessels’. 

On page 4, line 14, strike out ‘‘or vessels”. 

On page 4, line 18, strike out “or vessels”. 

On page 5, line 3, strike out “6” and insert in lieu thereof “7”. 

On page 5, line 4, strike out “subsection 4 (a) and in section 5” and insert in 
lieu thereof “section 6”. 

On page 5, line 5, strike out “each of”. 

On page 5, line 6, strike out “vessels” and insert in lieu thereof ‘vessel’. 

On page 5, line 6, strike out “5” and insert in lieu thereof ‘6’. 

On page 5, line 9, strike out “these ships” and insert in lieu thereof “such 
ship’. 

On page 5, line 14, strike out “7” and insert in lieu thereof “8”. 

On page 5, line 22, strike out “8” and insert in lieu thereof “9”. 

(Additional statements presented to the committee for inclusion in the record 
follow: ) 


MosBILE, ALA., June 24, 1954. 
Hon. LEVERETT SALTENSTALL, 


Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee: 


Re Hartford, 8. 1274. Today’s Mobile Register states proponents of removal 
ship to Mobile will today ask Senate Armed Services Committee “for a million 
dollars to restore” it. Please refer my letter April 27 as to costliness and inappro- 
priateness. Mobile Register, May 8, stated Governor Lodge of Connecticut “has 
launched a movement to land the Hartford for his State its home State.” If 
removed at all would it not be more appropriate for it to go to its home State? 


J. GRAILLARD HAMILTON. 
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PHILIP K. ALLEN, 
Chief Clerk, United States Armed Services Committee, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.: 


Re your later dated June 21, thank you for your invitation to attend hearing 
on H. R. 8247. This city shows no further interest in disposal of U. S. S. Con- 
stellation. Our sincerest regards to city of Baltimore for its fine public spirit 
in preserving this historic monument. 

JoHN W. STEWART, 
Director, Public Relations, City of Newport. 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., June 22, 1954. 
Hon. L&verRett SALTONSTALL, 
Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. O. 


Dear SENATOR SALTONSTALL: I am very interested in H. R. 8247 which has 
passed the House, and since I will be out of town on June 24 I would appreciate it 
very much if you would grant me the privilege of inserting the enclosed statement 
in the hearings which your committee will have on this bill. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Sincerely, 


DeEWIrrt 8S. Hype. 


STATEMENT oF Hon. DEWIrTr S. Hyper, REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS, FROM THE 
SrxtH DIstrict 0F MARYLAND 


Mr. Chairman, I would like to request favorable consideration of H. R. 8247, 
which provides—in section 2 of the bill—that minimum repairs to the U. S. S. 
Constellation be made and that it be towed from its present berth to the harbor 
of Baltimore, Md., and then transferred by gift to the State of Maryland, the 
city of Baltimore, or to a corporation or association located in Baltimore, for 
restoration as a public memorial at Baltimore, Md. 

Many organizations within the State of Maryland, such as the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the Star Spangled Banner Flag House Association, the Society 
of the War of 1812, the Steamship Trade Association of Baltimore, Inc., the 
Propeller Club of the United States, the port of Baltimore, and the residents of 
the State of Maryland are very much interested in the preservation of the U. 8S. S. 
Constellation. As you know, Baltimore is the home port of the Constellation, and 
the return of this ship to Baltimore will not only add prestige to the port, but 
will give the many visitors an opportunity to view her. 

I respectfully request that this legislation be favorably reported by the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Washington, D. C., June 24, 1954. 
Hon. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 


Chairman, Armed Services Committee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D.C. 

DEAR Mr. CHAIRMAN: When I learned of the hearings scheduled for this 
morning on H. R. 8247, I hoped to be able to appear before the committee to 
testify in favor of the bill. However, upon learning earlier this week that the 
Merchant Marine Committee will be meeting, I prepared the attached statement, 
and I would appreciate your having it included in the record. 

Sincerely, 
Epwarp A, GARMATz, 
Member of Congress. 


STATEMENT OF Hon. Epwarkp A. GARMATZ, REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM 
THE THIRD DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 
Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, it was my intention to appear 


before your committee personally this morning to testify in favor of H. R. 8247. 
However, a meeting of the House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
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has been called for the same time as your meeting, and therefore I am submitting 
this statement. 

For many years the people of Baltimore, in fact, of the entire State of Mary- 
land, have been very much interested in having the frigate Constellation returned 
to Baltimore, but the war interrupted their activities. The introduction of H. R. 
2316 which would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to dispose of the Con- 
stellation, galvanized the interested groups into action. At a meeting held in 
Baltimore earlier this year, representatives of 27 veterans’, patriotic, historical, 
hereditary, and civic organizations, united in support of the movement to save 
the Constellation and have it returned to Baltimore, to be preserved at historic 
Fort McHenry. Fortunately, H. R. 8247 was approved by the House Armed 
Services Committee and H. R. 2316 was tabled. 

The Constellation, built and launched in Baltimore on September 7, 1797, and 
manned by Marylanders, was one of the first three ships built as naval vessels 
to the order of Congress. The other two were the Constitution, now on display 
at the Boston Navy Yard, and the United States, which was officially broken up 
in 1865 

The Constellation was the first of the three to go on active sea duty and won 
the first American naval victory. It built up a proud record for itself, helping 
to mold the tradition of the American Navy. 

lor 44 years she was stationed at Annapolis as the training ship for the Naval 
Academy and during World War II was back on active duty at the Newport 
(R. 1.) Naval Base, as the flagship of the Atlantic Fleet. 

Many other historical relics have been preserved at much expense to the Gov- 
ernment, and I do not believe that Maryland is asking too much in requesting 
that the Constellation be brought to Baltimore and berthed at Fort McHenry, 
where a concrete base would be provided, to protect the hull from further 
deterioration. 

Once the ship was berthed at Fort McHenry, voluntary labor and subscriptions 
would restore the ship as near as possible to its original condition. 

I understand that the cost of transporting it from Boston to Baltimore would be 
less than it has been costing the Government annually to keep it in Boston. I 
am confident that a small admission fee would provide sufficient revenue for the 
upkeep of the ship, once it has been restored and opened to the public. 

Its historical value at the Fort McHenry shrine, not only to Marylanders, but 
to the whole Nation, would be inestimable, and I am sure it would attract many 
thousands of visitors annually. 

Therefore, I strongly urge that the committee approve H. R. 8247 so this 
historic ship may be preserved. 





STATEMENT OF Hon. GrorGe H. FALLON IN Support or H. R. 8247 Re PRESERVATION 
OF THE U. 8. 8S. “CONSTELLATION,” JUNE 24, 1954 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I should like, with your permis- 
sion, to read a brief statement in support of H. R. 8247, introduced on March 5 
last by my colleague, Mr. Devereux. As a citizen of Maryland, and more espe- 
cially of Baltimore, I am, naturally, particularly interested in section 2 of that 
measure which authorizes the Secretary of the Navy (I quote) : 

“(a) to make minimum repairs to the United States ship Constellation so as 
to enable that vessel to be safely transported, by towing or otherwise, from its 
present berth to the harbor of Baltimore, Md. ; 

““(b) to transport, by towing or otherwise, the United States ship Constellation 
from its present berth to the harbor of Baltimore, Md.; and 

“(e) to transfer by gift the United States ship Constellation to the State of 
Maryland, the city of Baltimore, or to a corporation or association located in 
Baltimore whose charter or articles of agreement denies it the right to operate 
for profit, for restoration as a public memorial at Baltimore, Md.” 

Mr. Chairman, this famous ship has had a glorious history. As originally 
designed, she was only slightly smaller than her famous sister ship, the Consti- 
tution. She preceded “Old Ironsides” into the water by a few weeks, being 
launched at Baltimore at the shipyard of Samuel and Joseph Sterrett on Septem- 
ber 7, 1797. As originally built, the Constellation measured 164 feet in length 
between perpendiculars ; 40 feet 6 inches breadth of beam, molded; and 13 feet 
6 inches depth of hold. She was intended to carry 36 guns but usually carried 
88. She was, and is, considered a masterpiece of construction. 
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At the time the ship was commissioned, the United States was engaged in a 
“quasi-war”’ with France and the Constellation, under the command of Thomas 
Truxton, was dispatched on her first war mission in June 1798. On February 9 
of the following year, while cruising in the West Indies, the Constellation 
sighted the 40-gun French frigate L’Insurgente and bore down upon her. After 
a little more than an hour’s fighting the Frenchman surrendered and was sal- 
vaged to the American Navy. Another famous victory, also won by Captain 
Truxton, occurred on February 2, 1800, when the great French ship La Ven- 
geance, of 52 guns, was forced to retire from the scene. 

The gallant old ship took part in the Barbary Wars, and in 1812 was rebuilt 
here at the navy yard. During the War of 1812 she was virtually immobilized 
at Norfolk, but in 1815 as part of Decatur’s squadron in the Mediterranean, she 
forced peace once more upon the Barbary powers. In the years which followed, 
the ship did heroic duty in breaking up the slave trade. In the Civil War she 
served on the blockade station. 

Through the long years which followed, the ship saw duty in all parts of the 
world. From 1873 to 1892 she served as a training ship at Annapolis, where 
she was loved by generations of midshipmen. In the latter year, she was 
stationed as a training ship for naval apprentices at Newport, R. I., where she 
served for many years 

On May 2, 1914, in an extension of remarks in the Congressional Record on 
the glorious ship, the late Representative John Charles Linthicum of Maryland 
said: 

“Where is the vessel among our retired sea fighters that can boast a longer or 
more brilliant record? And with this history before us who can fail in patriotic 
veneration for the vessel which has been among the foremost in creating through- 
out the world admiration and respect for the Navy of the United States?” 

Mr. Chairman, as a native of Baltimore, I must raise an earnest voice here in 
the hope that this bill sponsored by my colleague may obtain the endorsement 
of this committee, that the grand historical ship, embodying so much of our 
glorious naval tradition, may be returned safely to the harbor which gave her 
birth, to be anchored off the fort whose proudly flying flag inspired our national 
anthem—there to ride those quiet waters in safety and permanence. 


Senator Fianpers. I think we may adjourn at the present time. 


(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., an adjournment was taken.) 


x 
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